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COLNE  VALLEY 
Combined  Urban  Sanitary  District. 


Slaithwaite,  May,  1926. 

Messrs,  the  Sanitary  Authorities  of  the  Combined 
Colne  Valley  District. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
upon  the  health  and  mortality  in  the  Combined  Colne  Valley 
Districts  during  the  year  1925. 

Physical  Features. — The  Combined  Districts,  which 
comprise  an  area  of  16,528  acres,  are  situated  in  the  Pennine 
Range  of  hills,  at  levels  above  the  sea  varying  from  GOO  to 
1650  feet.  They  take  their  name  from  the  river  Colne  which 
rising  at  the  summit  of  Standedge,  runs  throughout  the  whole 
length  of  the  Valley,  through  Huddersfield,  to  terminate  in  the 
river  Aire  at  Mirfield.  The  course  of  the  river  is  easterly,  and 
numerous  small  streams  from  the  hillsides  of  the  adjoining 
Townships  feed  it  in  its  course  through  the  valley.  The 
Marsden  and  Slaithwaite  Districts  are  situated  on  both  sides 
of  the  river,  but  in  the  case  of  Golcar  and  Linthwaite  it 
forms  the  boundary  between  them,  throughout  their  entire 
length.  The  Scammonden  District  does  not  abut  on  the 
river,  but  lies  to  the  north,  outside  Golcar  and  Slaithwaite. 

The  Geological  formation  consists  of  sand,  sandstone 
rock,  and  mill-stone  grit,  with  occasional  beds  of  clay  of 
varying  thickness.  The  character  of  the  soil  renders  it  very 
absorbent.  Springs  of  water  are  both  numerous  and  of 
good  quality,  both  for  domestic  and  manufacturing  uses,  the 
permanent  hardness  being  but  5°, 
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Social  Conditions  and  Industry.— The  chief  industry  of 
the  area  is  the  manufacture  of  Textiles,  which  industry 
provides  work  for  the  great  majority  of  the  population.  There 
is  little  or  no  real  poverty  as  recognised  in  large  towns  and 
cities,  and  Poor  Law  relief  is  required  mainly  for  widows  with 
young  children,  the  infirm  and  the  aged.  Considerable 
advantage  is  taken  of  the  benefits  of  the  Huddersfield  Royal 
Infirmary,  to  which  practically  everybody  subscribes  either 
directly  or  indirectly. 

Population.— In  the  following  tables  the  population  is 
calculated  on  the  basis  of  the  census  returns  for  1921, 
corrected  according  to  the  births  and  deaths  in  the  succeeding 
years.  The  following  table  shows  the  area,  population,  etc. 
of  the  several  Urban  Districts  comprising  the  Combined  Area 


Area  & Population  of  the  several  Colne  Valley  Districts  at 
the  Census  of  1921,  and  as  estimated  to  middle  of  1 92C. 


DISTRICT 

Area  in 

Acres 

POPULATION 

No  of 
Inhabited 
Houses 
1921 
Census 

No.  of 

Private 

Families 

1921 

Census 

Census 

1921 

Estimated 
to  middle 

C f 1925 

Golcar  

J593 

10360 

I 04  IO 

2613 

2629 

Linthwaite 

1 323 

9783 

9795 

2452 

2477 

Marsden 

8633 

5966 

59oi 

*4°5 

1408 

Scammonden  

1807 

394 

405 

94 

95 

Slaithwaite 

3X72 

544° 

5312 

1369 

I371 

Combined  Districts 

16528 

31946 

31825 

7933 

7980 

Birth  rate,  Death-rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1925. 

(Provisional  figures.  The  rates  lor  England  and  Wales  have  been  calculated  on  a population  estimated  to  the 
middle  of  1925,  while  those  for  the  towns  have  been  calculated  on  populations  estimated  to  the  middle  of 
1924.  The  mortality  rates  refer  to  the  whole  population  as  regards  England  and  Wales,  but  only  to 
civilians  as  regards  London  and  the  groups  of  towns). 
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Births.  -434  births  were  registered  during  the  year, 
a decrease  of  59  compared  with  last  year,  and  gives  a birth- 
rate of  13-606  per  1000  of  the  population,  the  lowest  for  the 
past  5 years. 

I append  a table  showing  the  total  number  of  births  and 
deaths  in  the  several  districts. 


Births  and  Deaths  of  the  several  Colne  Valley  Districts 
for  the  year  1 925. 


1 

DISTRICT 

BIRTHS 

DEATHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Illegitimate 

Children 

JV 

rf 

£ 

Female 

Total  < 

Under  1 year  | 

Illegitimate 
Children 
under  1 year 

Golcar 

73 

64 

<37  4 

79 

73 

I52 

I I 

I 

Linthwaite  ... 

66 

67 

<33  2 

57 

47 

1 04 

6 

2 

Marsden 

49 

42 

91  2 

3< 

35 

66 

6 

Scammonden 

1 

8 

9 1 

5 

1 

6 

Slaithwaite  ... 

35 

29 

64  2 

40 

35 

75 

3 

... 

Combined  Area 

224 

210 

434  <1 

212 

ig1 

403 

26 

3 

Deaths.  From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
nett  number  of  deaths  was  403.  This  is  18  more  than  last 
year  and  gives  a death-rate  of  12  663  per  1000.  This  is  an 
increase  on  the  rate  tor  1924  and  rather  higher  than  that  for 
England  and  Wales,  viz:  i2-2.  It  must  be  further  noted 
that  the  difference  between  the  death-rate  of  12  66  and  the 
birth-rate  of  13  60  is  very  slight,  viz: — 1 per  :ooo,  whilst  for 
England  and  Wales  the  difference  is  6 per  tooo— a marked 
contrast. 
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The  next  table  shows  the  annual  rates  per  1000  of  births 
and  deaths  for  the  several  districts. 


Vital  Statistics  for  year  1925. 


DISTRICT 

Birth 

Rate 

Nett 

Death 

Rate 

zymotic 

Death 

Rate 

Phthisis 

Death 

Rate 

Respira- 
tory Death 
Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

pi r 1000 
Births 

Golcar.. 

1316 

14  60 

O 384 

0-384 

1623 

80-29 

Lintbwaite 

13  58 

1062 

0 42 

0-84 

1*257 

45  11 

Marsden 

I5'42 

II-I6 

0-338 

i 35 

1-184 

65  93 

Scammonden 

2 2 "2  2 

14-8  1 

. , 

• . 

Slaithwaite  .. 

12-04 

14  II 

o-i88 

075 

2-259 

46-87 

Combined  Districts.. 

I3-60 

12-66 

°'34 

075 

i*53 

59-908 

Principal  Causes  of  Death. — 48  of  the  deaths  were  due 
to  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other  respiratory  diseases, 
giving  a death  rate  of  i’5o8  apart  from  Consumption 
(Respiratory  Tuberculosis),  which  accounted  for  24  deaths, 
3 more  than  last  year  and  giving  a death  rate  of  *754. 

Cancer  or  other  malignant  disease  was  responsible  for 
41  deaths,  5 less  than  last  year,  whilst  deaths  from  Heart 
Disease  numbered  72,  exactly  the  same  as  last  year 

The  principal  Zymotic  diseases  accounted  for  ir  deaths, 
a decrease  of  3 from  last  year  and  giving  a death  rate  of  '346. 
Whooping  Cough  accounted  for  4 ; Enteric  3 ; Measles, 
Scarlet  Fever,  2 each.  It  will  be  seen  that  5 deaths  were 
the  result  of  notifiable  disease  and  6 of  non-notifiable  disease. 

Tuberculosis — From  the  following  table  it  will  be  seen 
that  there  occurred  42  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  of  which 
28  were  Pulmonary  i.e.  Consumption  ; and  14  other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis.  Age  and  sex  incidence  are  also  shown 
together  with  details  of  deaths  from  the  various  forms  ot 
Tuberculosis.  It  will  be  noted  that  out  of  the  35  deaths  due 
to  this  cause,  24  were  due  to  the  respiratory  form  (Con- 
sumption) giving  a death  rate  of  075. 
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Pulmonary 
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Male  Female 

Male  Female 

Male  Female 

Male 

Female 

0 

... 

... 

• • • 

... 

• . . 

... 

. . . 

I 

... 

1 

1 

. . • 

• . . 

X 

. . • 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

1 

. . • 

I 

. . • 

2 

... 

1 

I 

I 

3 

10 

. . • 

. . • 

. . . 

1 

1 

... 

2 

... 

. . • 
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4 

1 1 

... 

2 

I 

I 

4 

20 

3 

3 

... 

1 

7 

I 

2 

3 

... 

6 

25 

3 

4 

. • . 

• . . 

7 

I 

1 

... 

2 

35 

3 

1 

1 

. . . 

5 

6 

2 

... 

... 

8 

45 

1 

2 

... 

... 

3 

2 

1 

... 

... 

3 

55 

. . . 

2 

1 

1 

4 

... 

2 

1 

I 

4 

b5 

. . . 

1 

. • . 

. . . 

1 

1 

. • . 

. • . 

I 

2 

and 

! over 

Tot* 

1 1 

17 

7 

7 

42 

1 1 

*3 

7 

4 

35 

No  case  of  a tuberculosis  person  being  employed  in  the 
milk  trade  has  come  to  my  notice  and  no  action  has  been 
taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations  of  1925. 

There  was  no  need  of  any  action  under  Section  62  to 
compel  any  removal  to  hospital. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  26  deaths  of  infants 
under  1 year,  a gratifying  decrease  from  1924  of  8 and  4 less 
than  1923.  1 his  gives  a death  rate  of  62’2i2  per  1000  births, 

which  is  considerably  less  than  last  year  and  still  appreciably 
below  that  for  Lngland  and  Wales,  and  a continued  improve- 
ment on  the  figures  for  the  previous  5 years,  1924,  1923,  1922, 
1921,  1920,  which  were  69,  59,  74,  85,  73,  respectively. 

Notifiable  Diseases. — 1 hese  numbered  139,  two  less  than 
for  last  year,  and  are  set  out  in  the  following  table.  There  were 
n°  cases  ol  Small  Pox,  which  is  gratifying.  It  will  be  noted 
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that  the  outstanding  figures  are  Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  28  ; 
Pneumonia  29  ; Scarlet  Fever  34;  Enteric  Fever  13.  The 
two  former  were  distributed  throughout  the  various  districts. 
The  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  most  marked  in  Marsden. 
In  Golcar  the  Enterics  numbered  10.  Comment  is  made  on 
these  items  in  the  report  to  the  respective  Councils. 

Diphtheria  shows  a marked  decrease,  5 cases  only  were 
reported  during  the  year  and  in  this  connection  it  is  well  to 
note  that  timely  use  is  made  of  a supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti, 
toxin  which  is  immediately  available  at  the  public  expense  in 
each  area.  In  the  Slaithwaite  District  a supply  is  kept  at  the 
Town  Hall  and  at  my  residence,  and  in  the  other  districts  the 
various  doctors  have  a sufficient  quantity  for  emergency  needs 
and  a further  stock  is  supplied  on  application. 

The  Bacteriological  Department  of  the  West  Riding 
County  Council  is  largely  used  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
diagnosis,  especially  in  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Tuberculosis. 
The  neccessity  to  notify  these  cases  is  generally  observed  by 
the  doctors  of  the  districts.  No  instance  of  the  use  of  the 
Schick  or  Dick  tests  in  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  respect- 
ively, has  come  to  my  notice. 


Table  showing  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  received  during  the  year  1925. 
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Cases  removed  to  Hospital 
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An  Analysis  oi  the  Causes  of  Death  in  the  Colne  Valley 

during  the  year  1925. 


Cause  of  Death 

U 

u 

~6 

O 

Linthwaite 

Marsden 

Scanunonden 

Slailhwaite 

Combined 

Districts 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

1 

3 

Small  Pox  ... 

• • • 

... 

... 

Measles 

1 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Diphtheria  ... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

Influenza 

3 

7 

3 

1 

14 

Encephelitis  Lethargica  ... 

1 

• •• 

1 

1 

3 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

• •• 

• •• 

. . • 

... 

... 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

4 

8 

8 

4 

24 

Other  Tuberculosis 

6 

2 

1 

1 

10 

Cancer 

15 

11 

7 

3 

5 

41 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

2 

... 

1 

3 

Diabetes 

3 

2 

5 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

8 

10 

6 

2 

26 

Heart  Disease 

33 

10 

11 

1 

17 

72 

Arterio-sclerosis  ... 

8 

6 

1 

4 

19 

Bronchitis  ... 

11 

6 

5 

4 

26 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

5 

3 

2 

6 

16 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 

1 

3 

... 

2 

6 

Duodenum 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

(under  2 years)... 

. . . 

1 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

. . . 

... 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver 

3 

... 

1 

4 

Acute  & Chronic  Nephritis 

1 

5 

3 

4 

13 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

Other  Accidents  and 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Diseases  of  Pregnancy 
Congenital  Debility,  Mal- 
formation or  Premature 

2 

... 

... 

2 

Birth  

7 

4 

1 

1 

13 

Suicide 

3 

• •• 

... 

3 

Other  Deaths  by  Violence 

1 

4 

4 

3 

12 

Other  defined  disease 
Causes  unknown  or 

28 

19 

10 

1 

16 

74 

uncertain 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

All  Causes  ... 

152 

104 

66 

6 

75 

403 

12 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 


Water.  — By  far  the  largest  supply  in  every  district 
except  Scammonden  is  from  the  mains  of  the  Huddersfield 
Corporation  and  is  very  satisfactory  both  as  regards  quantity 
and  quality.  It  is  also  constant.  There  has  been  no  instance 
brought  to  my  notice  of  contamination  by  lead  in  any  district. 

Scammonden  is  supplied  entirely  by  springs  and  wells 
the  water  from  which  is  of  excellent  quantity  and  quality,  and 
requiting  comparatively  little  care  to  prevent  its  contamination 

The  remaining  portions  of  the  other  Districts  are  supplied 
by  springs,  streams,  and  wells,  and  although  the  water  from 
these  is  of  good  quality,  and  only  deficient  in  cases  of  exception- 
ally severe  drought,  constant  watchfulness  is  necessary  to 
prevent  contamination,  many  of  the  streams  running  open 
through  farmed  land,  and  so  being  especially  liable  to  pollution. 
This  is  perhaps  more  marked  in  the  Bolster  Moor  and  West- 
wood  Area  of  Golcar,  where  certain  drinking  water  has  been 
proved  to  be  polluted.  Further  reference  is  made  to  this 
matter  in  the  report  to  the  Golcar  U.D.C.  Greater  care 
is  now  exercised  in  this  respect,  and  notably  as  regards  the 
regular  and  periodical  cleansing  of  the  wells. 

Additional  supplies  are  provided  in  the  Linthwaite  and 
Slaithwaite  Districts,  in  the  former  instance  from  a reserve 
owned  by  the  District  Council,  and  in  the  latter  from  two,  the 
property  of  Lord  Dartmouth. 

Reference  to  other  Sanitary  Circumstances,  such  as  river 
pollution,  drainage,  closet  accommodation,  &c.,  will  be  found 
in  my  reports  to  the  individual  Councils. 
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Factory  and  Workshops’  Act,  1901. 


1 he  revision  of  the  tegisters  of  Workshops  in  the  several 
Districts  shows  few  alterations  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  Workshops  in  the  Combined  Area 
is  now  259. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Workshops  in 
each  District  and  the  class  of  work  carried  on  in  each. 


New  Figures  for  2*5. 


Golcar 

Linthwaite  j 

Marsden 

Slaithwaite 

Bakers 

7 

11 

7 

4 

Basket  Makers  ... 

• • • 

1 

... 

... 

Boot  Makers 

10 

9 

5 

3 

Cabinet  Makers... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Clog  Makers 

4 

4 

2 

2 

Cotton  Waste  Merchants 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Curriers  ... 

• • • 

1 

... 

... 

Cycle  Makers 

2 

2 

0 

... 

Dressmakers 

1 1 

6 

4 

4 

Firelighter  Maker 

1 

... 

Heald  and  Reed  Makers 

• • • 

... 

... 

Heald  and  Slay  Makers 

1 

... 

Hearthrug  Makers 

• •• 

1 

. .. 

. . . 

Hosiery  Establishments 

3 

4 

4 

... 

Jewellers... 

... 

• 

1 

2 

Joiners 

3 

7 

3 

4 

Leather  Belt  Manufact’rs 

,,, 

1 

Machine  Repairers 

1 

5 

3 

Millinery  Establishments 

6 

5 

3 

2 

Painters  ... 

• • • 

... 

3 

6 

Picture  Framers 

1 

1 

1 

Plumbers 

3 

6 

2 

3 

Saddlers  ... 

1 

2 

Smiths 

2 

2 

2 

3 

Tailors 

1 1 

5 

3 

5 

Tinplate  Workers 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Underclothing  Makers  ... 

1 

... 

... 

2 

Waggon  Works  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Waste  Sorters  ... 

14 

1 

... 

1 

Watchmakers  ... 

5 

1 

... 

3 

Wheelwrights  ... 

• •• 

• •• 

... 

1 

Whitesmiths 

... 

1 

... 

... 

88 

76 

45 

50 

i 

Infectious  Disease. — As  will  be  seen  from  this  table, 
there  has  been  a steady  and  progressive  decline  in  the 
incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  since  1919. 


Incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease. 


District 

Po  p ul&tion 
1V25 

1925 

1924 

1923 

1922 

192 1 

1920 

Golcar 

1 04 10 

46 

24 

39 

97 

59 

91 

Linthwaite 

9795 

20 

0 0 

A dm 

25 

73 

65 

56 

Marsden  ... 

59GI 

56 

70 

22 

57 

80 

68 

Scammonden 

4°5 

0 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Slaithwaite 

531 2 

l7 

23 

T4 

40 

75 

74 

Combined  Districts 

31823 

i39 

I4I 

102 

268 

280 

290 

It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  the  returns  for  1923  and 
ig24sshow  no  case  of  Pneumonia  being  notified.  This  was 
primarily  due  to  the  difficulty  in  ascertaining  accurately  all 
the  notifications  at  that  time.  I have  known  of  no  case 
of  Malaria,  Dysentry,  or  Trench  Fever,  which  diseases 
became  notifiable  under  Regulation  1,  January  7th,  1919. 
The  notification  of  Pneumonia  although  by  now  a fairly  well 
established  practice,  is  I believe  at  times  forgotten  by  the 
medical  profession. 

Vaccinations  in  this  area  are  not  performed  by  the 
M.O.H.  but  I have  ascertained  that  the  number  of  Primary 
Vaccinations  is  14,  and  Re-Vaccinations  2. 

d he  chief  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  prevalent 
during  the  year  were  Mumps,  Chicken  Pox,  and  Measles, 
which  affected  the  schools  attendance  considerably,  more 
especially  the  infant  classes.  School  instructions  are  regularly 
supplied  if  any  cause  of  prevailing  absenteeism. 

Influenza.— There  were  14  deaths  from  this  cause,  the 
highest  recorded  during  the  past  5 years,  producing  a death 
rate  of  -42. 
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Workshoos. — The  condition  of  the  workshops  generally 
is  very  satisfactory.  Sanitary  arrangements  are  good  and  any 
suggestions  for  improvements,  which  are  mostly  concerned 
with  cleansing  and  ventilation,  are  well  complied  with. 

In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  prohibit  the  carrying 
on  of  work  in  consequence  of  the  existence  of  infectious  disease. 

The  number  of  factories  remains  as  last  year.  All  are 
provided  with  efficient  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 

Bakehouses.  — These  are  in  a satisfactory  condition  in 
all  cases.  They  are  frequently  and  regularly  visited  and  the 
requirements  in  regard  to  cleansing,  painting  and  whitewash- 
ing are  strictly  enforced. 

Only  one  underground  bakehouse  now  remains  in  the 
Combined  District:  that  is  in  Marsden.  In  all  other  respects 
it  is  quite  satisfactory.  One  case  of  Bakers’  Itch  has  been 
discovered. 

Housing. 


Fitness  of  Houses. — The  general  standard  of  the  houses 
in  all  the  districts  is  fair.  The  large  majority  are  stone 
built  but  brick  is  being  used  more  frequently  in  many  of  those 
houses  in  process  of  building. 

The  erection  of  new  houses  is  being  steadily  proceeded 
with,  both  by  private  enterprise  and  under  state  aided  schemes 
This  matter  is  further  dealt  with  in  detail  under  Housing  and 
Appendices  at  the  conclusion  of  these  reports. 

Defects. — Some  of  the  existing  houses  in  use  are  still 
badly  defective,  chief  defects  being  dampness  in  the  walls, 
leaky  roofs  or  waterspouts,  lack  of  efficient  ventilation  and 
matters  associated  with  Sanitary  Accommodation, 
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Overcrowding  exists  in  varying  degree  in  all  districts 
(except  Scammonden),  chiefly  the  result  of  (i)  lack  of  sufli- 
cient  houses,  (2)  increasing  families  unable  to  obtain  larger 
houses  and  (3)  many  young  married  couples  living  with  parents 
Areas  most  urgently  affected  are  Golcar  and  Linthwaite,  and 
this  can  only  be  remedied  in  the  course  of  time. 

The  provision  of  more  houses  is  one  of  the  urgent  needs 
of  the  moment  and  whilst  the  remedy  is  recognised  and 
schemes  are  in  progress  to  solve  the  difficulty  in  the  process  of 
time,  the  problem  remains  acute  and  urgent. 

Other  items  calling  for  immediate  attention  : — 

Water  Carriage  System. — Wherever  possible  con- 
versions from  Privy  Closets  and  Tub  Closets  ought  to  be 
urged  in  every  district  and  to  that  end  an  effective  and 
constant  water  supply  is  essential. 

Conversions  are  taking  place,  and  with  fair  regularity, 
but  I should  like  to  see  the  importance  of,  and  necessity  for 
this  method  of  Sewage  Disposal  urged  in  every  district. 

Tips  - As  at  piesent  constituted  in  every  district  ought 
to  be  abolished.  They  aie  a blot  on  the  landscape  and  a 
blight  on  the  community,  they  generate  foul  smells,  breed 
disease  and  vermin.  The  time  for  their  use  to  receive  refuse 
of  all  sorts  indiscriminately,  as  they  are  at  present,  in  progres- 
sive townships  like  Golcar,  Linthwaite,  and  Slaithwaite  is 
long  past.  In  certain  places  Tips  may  be  a necessary  evil, 
even  then  they  should  be  used  for  the  disposal  of  clean  in- 
combustible refuse  and  be  under  the  control  of  the 
Urban  District  Council.  1 have  brought  this  matter  forward 
at  every  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Combined  Districts  Commit- 
tee but  so  far  with  no  material  result. 

Marsden  I am  glad  to  see  is  exempt  from  this  indictment. 
There  a very  efficient  destructor  is  installed  and  has  been 
working  for  some  years  dealing  effectively  with  all  refuse  from 
Streets,  dust-bins,  middens  and  Privies. 
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2.  Slaughterhouses — A Public  Slaughterhouse  for 
each  district  is  a necessity.  Slaithvvaite  alone  has  shown 
the  requisite  action  in  this  respect  and  that  was  accom- 
plished 15  years  ago.  Yet  in  Golcar,  Marsden,  and 
Linthwaite  you  have  seen  fit  to  let  the  years  pass  by 
without  the  necessary  move. 

3.  Black  Smoke — A more  effective  method  of 
dealing  with  this  nuisance  is  urgently  required.  Too 
much  patient  resignation  is  in  evidence  throughout  the 
districts. 


4.  Dust  Carts. — A stricter  observance  of  the 
instructions  to  the  scavenging  staff  to  keep  the  dust  carts 
covered  would  be  much  appreciated. 

Appended  are  my  separate  reports  on  the  several  districts 
comprising  the  Colne  Valley,  together  with  the  reports  of  the 
respective  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


JAMES  A.  SMITH. 
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GOLCAR  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

ANNUAL  REPOR T Oil  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
circumstances  during  the  Year  1925. 


Population. — This  is  estimated  to  be  10,4 10,  according 
to  the  figures  of  the  Registrar  General. 

Rateable  value  is  ^”69-806  and  the  sum  lepresented 
by  a penny  rate  is  £ 290. 

Births. — There  were  137  births  during  the  year,  of  which 
74  were  males  and  63  females.  The  rate  per  the  usand  of  the 
estimated  population  is  13-16  compared  with  1381  last  year 
and  14-83;  17-29  for  1923  and  1922  respectively.  This  is 
the  lowest  since  1921  and  very  markedly  lower  than  that  for 
England  and  Wales:  18  3. 

Four  of  the  births  were  of  illigetimate  children. 

Deaths. — The  nett  deaths  numbered  152,  of  which  79 
were  males  and  73  females,  giving  a death  rate  of  14-60  per 
thousand  of  the  population.  This  is  considerably  higher  than 
that  for  last  year  and  much  higher  than  that  for  England  and 
Wales:  12-2.  It  will  be  noted  in  addition  that  the  death 
rate  is  higher  than  the  birth  rate,  which  is  to  be  depreciated. 
It  will  also  be  noted  that  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  is  as  high  as  last  year,  viz  :— 1 1 

Causes  of  Death. — Diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 
viz  . Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  etc.,  but  excluding  Tuberculosis, 
were  responsible  for  17  deaths,  giving  a death  rate  of  1-623, 
compared  with  1-918;  162  ; and  17  for  the  years  1924,  1923, 
and  1922.  Cancer  accounted  for  15  deaths,  2 less  than  last 
year,  but  there  is  an  increase  in  deaths  from  Heart  Disease 
over  last  year,  the  figures  being  33  and  24  respectively. 
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The  principal  Zymotic  diseases  caused  4 deaths,  which  is 
same  as  last  year  and  gives  a death  rate  of  070. 


A Table  showing  the  Causes  of  Death  throughout 
the  Year  I 925  in  the  Colcar  Urban  District. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

P emale 

Total 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

Small  Pox  ... 

• • • 

... 

Measles 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • • 

... 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

... 

• • • 

Influenza  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

• • • 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

• . • 

• • • 

• • • 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis... 

4 

• • • 

4 

Other  Tuberculosis  ... 

4 

2 

6 

Cancer 

7 

8 

15 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

2 

... 

2 

Diabetes 

3 

• • • 

3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

3 

5 

8 

Heart  Disease 

17 

16 

33 

Arterio-sclerosis 

5 

3 

8 

Bronchitis  ... 

5 

6 

11 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

4 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

• • • 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

• 

2 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis(under  2yrs) 

• . • 

... 

• . • 

Appendicitis 

. . . 

• • • 

. . . 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

• • • 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

1 

1 

Other  Accidents  and  Disease  of 
Pregnancy 

2 

2 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformation 
and  Premature  Birth 

5 

2 

7 

Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Deaths  by  Violence 

1 

• • • 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

11 

17 

28 

Causes  illdefined  or  unknown  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

All  Causes  ... 

79 

73 

152 
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Infant  Mortality —There  were  n deaths  of  infants 
under  the  age  of  i year,  and  the  rate  per  1000  was  80.  1 his 

death  rate  is  much  higher  than  any  other  district  in  the  Come 
Valley,  of  which  the  Combined  Distiicts  give  a rate  of  62. 
The  rate  for  last  year  was  76  and  that  for  England  and  Wales 
this  year  is  75. 

Notifiable  Diseases. — d he  number  < f notifications  was 
as  follows: — Scarlet  Fever,  3 ; Diphtheria,  2 ; Typhiod  10  ; 
Pneumonia,  14  ; Puerperal  Fever,  1 ; Encephalitis  Lethar- 
gica,  1 ; Erysipelas,  3;  Tuberculosis  (Respiratory),  7 ; Other 
Tuberculosis,  5 ; Total  46. 

Enteric  Fever.  — In  October  and  November  a localised 
outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever  numbering  8 rmer.  occurred  in  the 
Bolster  Moor  Area.  Reports  concerning  tins  were  sent  to 
your  Council  advising  you  of  the  steps  taken  to  ascertain  the 
cause  and  combat  the  spread.  Six  of  the.  cases  were  relatives 
of  the  first  and  probably  became  infected  from  this.  Cases 
No.  2,  3,  and  4,  were  certainly  direct  infections  from  No.  1, 
and  Nos.  5 and  6 weie  piobably  infected  by  Nos.  3 and  4. 
The  other  two  cases,  7 and  8,  h id  no  ascertained  connection 
with  the  others.  Ear'y  in  1926.  another  case  occurred, 
probably  infected  by  case's  5 and  6,  there  ifter  the  outbreak 
period  terminated.  Unf  irtunately  two  of  th?  patients  died. 


I append  table  with  details  of  the  cases  in  their  order  of 
occurrence. 


No. 

Initials 

Address 

Notified 

Result 

Remarks 

I 

J.T. 

Bolster  Moor 

Oct.  29 

Died 

Old  Indy,  ill  for  some  weeks 

2 

H.T. 

Drum’r  Lane 

Oct.  29 

Well 

Sisters  & Grandchildren 

3 

M.T. 

Oct.  29 

n 

of  No.  1. 

J4 

K.M. 

Bolster  Moor 

Oct  30 

5 

B.T. 

Heath  House 

Nov.  19 

> > 

Grandchildren  of  No.  1 

6 

D.E. 

Drum’r  Lane 

Nov.  21 

7 

S.H. 

Harts  Hole 

Nov.  23 

Died 

No  traceable  connection 
with  any  other  case. 

48 

E.M. 

Scape  Gt.  Hill 

Dec.  1 

Well 

No  connection  with  any 
other  case. 

A Comparative  Table  of  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the 
Urban  District  of  Colcar. 
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Birth  Rate  ... 

12  97 

Death  Rate  ... 

I2'6o 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

070 

Pnthisis  ,,  ,, 

0-9 

Respiratory  ,,  ,, 

17 

Infant  Mortality 

87 

1922 

1923 

I924 

1925 

17-29 

H'83 

I3-8i 

13*16 

1264 

12-78 

I3'14 

14-60 

0-70 

0-285 

0 384 

0-384 

0.6 

0-76 

0767 

0-384 

i-7 

1-02 

1-918 

1623 

82 

70 

76 

80-29 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. — The  Water  supply,  which  generally  is 
from  the  mains  of  the  Huddersfield  Corporation,  is  a constant 
service  and  the  water  of  excellent  quality. 

2,086  of  the  houses  in  your  district  are  supplied  from 
this  source,  representing  about  three  quarters  of  the  entire 
population.  The  remaining  675  get  their  supply  from  springs, 
wells  and  streams,  the  water  from  which  is  of  excellent  quality 
and  except  in  times  of  exceptionally  severe  drought,  abundant 
in  quantity,  but  as  I have  already  pointed  out,  the  great 
drawback  is  the  liability  of  these  supplies  to  become  contamin- 
ated, many  of  them  running  open  through  cultivated  or  grazing 
land  as  exemplified  in  Bolster  Moor  Area. 

The  only  wonder  is  how  certain  streams  can  escape 
pollution.  The  Bracken  Spring  water,  which  arises  about 
100  yards  to  the  North  of  the  Royal  George  Road,  above 
Harts  Hole  and  is  perfectly  pure  at  its  source,  ere  it  has 
arrived  at  Larks  Rest,  where  at  least  it  is  used  as  drinking 
water  by  the  occupants  of  two  houses  there>  has  passed  under 
or  close  to  pig  styes,  manure  heaps,  open  pathways,  and  is 
open  to  other  extraneous  matter  such  as  filthy  paper,  which 
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the  wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth.  Of  course  it  is  polluted  at 
this  stage.  Could  it  be  otherwise?  What  must  be  done? 
Can  it  be  purified  and  kept  so?  I daresay  it  is  possible,  but 
I do  not  consider  it  feasible.  The  occupants  of  all  houses  in 
its  course  have  been  advised  of  its  pollution  and  unfitness,  and 
cautioned  urgently  against  its  use  without  boiling,  but  human 
nature  being  what  it  is,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  it  is  never 
by  any  chance  used  as  drinking  water  without  any  precaution 
whatsoever. 


I should  hesitate  to  say  that  this  water  has  been  the  cause 
of  the  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever  in  this  district,  indeed  the 
report  of  the  bacteriological  examination  does  not  suggest  this, 
but  it  is  still  inadvisable  for  it  to  be  used  for  washing  milk  cans 
and  butchers’  implements.  The  remedy,  as  I have  already 
suggested,  seems  to  be  at  your  hand.  Provide  a pipe  supply 
of  Corporation  water,  from  reserves  nearby,  to  all  the  district 
and  institute  an  efficient  drainage  for  the  refuse.  This,  I 
think  inevitable  and  urgent. 


The  public  wells  are  regularly  and  periodically  cleansed. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — The  question  of  pollution  of  the 
river  and  streams  in  these  districts  is  under  the  surveillance 
of  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board. 

The  Joint  Sewerage  Works  at  Johnny  Moor  Hill  have 
very  much  lessened  the  pollution  from  the  East  End  of  the 
Township,  and  the  increasing  extensions  of  the  Dale  Street 
sewer  still  further  contributes. 

New  sewerage  has  been  erected  recently  in  Dale  Street, 
Royd  Street,  Leymoor  Road,  Britannia  Road,  and  Stanley 
Terrace. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  drainage  of  district  is 
fairly  complete.  There  still  remains  the  Bolster  Moor, 
Westwood  and  Westwood  Edge  Districts,  where  a proper 
system  of  drainage  is  urgently  needed.  This  was  referred  to 
in  my  report  on  the  Enteric  Outbreak  at  Bolster  Moor. 

Closet  Accommodation. — It  is  now  the  rule  of  your 
Council  to  require  separate  closet  accommodation  for  each 
dwelling.  New  houses  are  usually  now  provided  with  water 
closet  accommodation. 

Approximately  the  number  of  each  type  of  privy  and 
closet  in  the  District  is  as  follows : — 


Privies  with  Open  Middens  ... 

...  87 

Privies  with  Covered  Middens 

...  1032 

Pail  or  Tub  Closets  ... 

309 

Water  Closets... 

...  746 

Waste  Water  Closets 

10 

Scavenging. — The  scavenging  of  your  District  has  been 
well  carried  out  during  the  year.  It  is  now  performed  entirely 
by  your  own  staff  and  equipment.  You  have  no  destructor 
and  the  night-soil  and  refuse  are  disposed  partly  on  tips,  and 
partly  on  farmland.  During  the  year,  3,756  loads  have  been 
so  disposed  of,  at  a total  cost  of  ^1,519. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. — Your  Sanitary  Ins. 
spector  reports  the  making  of  270  inspections  and  140  re-visits 
during  the  year,  details  of  which  are  given  in  his  report- 
Forty-six  nuisances  were  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and 
54  others  were  reported  during  the  year,  a total  of  100.  Fifty- 
eight  of  these  were  satisfactorily  abated  during  the  year;  42 
remained  in  hand. 

Sixty-two  informal  notices  were  served,  47  of  which  were 
complied  with. 
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No  Statutory  notices  were  served. 

Lodging  Houses,  Offensive  Trades,  &c.— There  is  none 
of  either  in  your  District. 

Schools. The  Statutory  Medical  Inspection  of  the 

Schools  is  carried  out  by  inspectors  of  the  County  Education 
Authority. 

The  six  schools  in  your  District  are  in  every  way  satis- 
factory ; well  lighted,  ventilated,  cleanly  kept,  and  have  all  a 
good  water  supply. 

Milk  Supply. — The  wholesomeness  of  the  milk  both 
produced  in  the  District  and  imported  from  the  neighbouring 
District  of  Scammonden,  is  unquestionable. 

Eight  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted 
for  analysis.  In  seven  instances  they  were  pronounced  genuine 
and  satisfactory.  The  remaining  one  was  deficient  in  fats. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  — These  are  frequent- 
ly visited,  and  their  condition  being  now  much  improved,  they 
are  quite  satisfactory.  We  have  indeed,  as  I have  before 
remarked,  several  which  are  in  every  sense  of  the  word 
“ Models.” 

The  regular  peiiodical  cleansing  and  whitewashing  is 
well  observed. 

There  has  been  no  action  taken  under  the  Milk  and 
Cream  Regulations,  1912  and  1917  or  the  Milk  (Mothers  and 

Children)  Order,  1919,  no  necessity  for  this  having  arisen. 

Slaughterhouses. — 1 here  are  six  private  slaughterhouses 
in  the  District,  all  of  which  are  kept  clean  and  well  attended 
to.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  pays  regular  visits  to  these  at 
the  time  of  slaughtering,  and  my  attention  is  drawn  to  any- 
thing suspicious. 
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No  carcases  were  condemned  during  the  year. 

The  quality  of  the  meat  supplied  here  is  excellent. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Slaughter- 
houses in  use  in  the  district  at  the  dates  mentioned. 


In  1020 

In 

January 

1925  ' 

In 

December 

1925 

Registered 

6 

6 

6 

Licensed 

6 

6 

6 

Total 

6 

6 

6 

Other  Foods. — The  provision  of  other  foods  in  your 
District  is  in  every  way  satisfactory.  There  is  a good  supply 
of  shops  in  which  cleanliness  is  a marked  feature.  The 
Bakehouses  are  in  good  condition  and  their  regular  cleansing 
well  attended  to. 

No  instance  of  any  kind  of  food  poisoning  has  come  to 
my  notice. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Orugs  Act.— No  samples  have  been 
submitted  for  examination  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Acute  Infectious  Diseases. 

Detailed  reference  to  this  subject  has  been  made  in  my 
report  to  the  Combined  Authorities,  in  regard  to  the  acute 
infectious  diseases  and  the  degree  of  their  isolation  in  hospital. 

School  intimations,  as  also  those  of  the  Attendance 
Officers  of  the  Education  Authority  are  regularly  and  promptly 
supplied,  not  only  in  regard  to  cases  of  notifiable  disease,  but 
also  as  regards  absence  from  school  for  any  other  ailment. 
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I have  on  many  previous  occasions  testified  to  the  readi- 
ness of  the  school  teachers  in  these  Districts  to  assist  in  any 
way  they  can  in  the  checking  of  infectious  disease. 

Disinfection  of  houses  after  removal  or  convalesence  of 
infectious  sick  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Bed- 
ding, clothing,  &c.,  are  disinfected  at  the  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Meltham. 


Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District. 

The  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  appended. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by 
the  Colne  and  Holme  joint  Isolation  Hospital  Committee  at 
Meltham,  where  6o  beds  are  provided  for  the  treatment  of 
cases  of  Diphtheria,  Enteric  and  Scarlet  Fever. 


There  are  no  adoptive  acts  in  force  in  the  Golcar  District 
The  following  Bye-laws  are  in  use  : — 


Prevention  of  Nuisances 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
New  Streets  and  Buildings  ... 
Slaughterhouses 

Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cow- 
sheds and  Milkshops 
Drainage  of  Existing  Buildings 


March,  1884 


(revised)  1924 

Sept.,  1923 
1924 


The  subject  “Housing  as  also  the  “Appendices” 
required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  are  dealt  with  at  the  con- 
clusion of  these  Reports. 


I append  the  Report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  as  also 
tables  similar  to  those  I have  supplied  in  previous  years. 


JAMES  A.  SMITH. 
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GOLCAR  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Sanitary  Inspectors  Report  for  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Golcar  Urban  District  Council 
Gentlemen, 

I have  the  privilege  to  submit  my  first  report  upon  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  district,  and  remedial  work  carried 
out.  The  Supervision  this  year  has  been  jointly  between  Mr. 
Tate  and  myself.  As  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  the 
particulars  are  mostly  tabulated. 

Infectious  Disease — 24  houses  disinfected  for  the  follow- 
ing cases  : — Scarlet  Fever,  3,  Diphtheria,  2,  Enteric.  10, 
Encephalitis  Lethargica,  1,  Erysipelas,  3,  Consumption  5, 
3 cases  of  ^Scarlet  Fever,  2 Diphtheria,  7 Enteric, 
1 Encephalitis  Lethargica  were  removed  and  treated  in 
hospital. 

Smoke. — 4 smoke  observations  have  been  taken  during 
the  year. 

Milk. -8  samples  of  New  Milk  taken  and  submitted  for 
analysis.  7 returned  *'  genuine  ’ , 1 deficient  in  fats. 

Slaughterhouses.— 6 piivate  slaughterhouses  inspected 
weekly.  Premises  kept  in  cleanly  state. 

Bakehouses. — 8 bakehouses  in  the  district  and  kept  clean. 

New  houses. — 7 New  Houses  have  been  built  by  private 
builders.  The  Council  is  engaged  in  building  34  houses  on 
the  Bull  Close  site. 
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Scavenging.— This  is  done  by  the  Council’s  workmen 
under  the  charge  of  a foreman.  3,/ 56  loads  have  been  depos- 
ited at  the  various  tips.  Very  few  complaints  have  been  made 
regarding  the  scavenging. 


Water  Closets.-  31  new  Water  Closets  have  been  fixed 
and  steady  progress  is  maintained. 


Water  Samples.— 2 samples  of  drinking  water  were  sub- 
mitted for  analysis. 


.Summary  of  Work  : — 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  270 

,,  ,,  Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  140 

,,  ,,  Inspections  to  Slaughterhouses  120 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Bakehouses  ...  12 

,,  „ Notices  (Informal)  ...  ...  62 

,,  ,,  ,,  (Statutory) 

Drains. 

New  Drains ...  21 

Blocked  and  Defective  ...  ...  ...  10 

New  Gulleys  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  Gulleys  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  Closets. 

New  W.C’s  21 

Deficient  W.C.  Basin  1 

■>  » Cistern  1 


Houses. 


Damp  Gable 
Defective  Floor  ... 

New  Sinkwaste  ... 

Defective  ,, 

,,  Water  Supply  ... 

New 

Defective  Cellars  ... 

Inadequate  Closets 
Defective  Roofs  ... 

Absence  of  Window  Cords 
Defective  Fall  Pipes 
New  Dustbins 
,,  Tubs ... 

Defective  Ash  pit  and  Privy  doors 
„ Privies  ... 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

7 

24 

2 

2 

15 

21 

9 

18 

13 


HAROLD  MORGAN. 
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LINTHWAITE  URBAN  DISTRICT 

ANNUAL  REPORT  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Circumstances  during  the  Year  1925. 

Population  — This,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  Gen- 
eral, is  9,795,  which  is  less  than  last  year  by  76. 

Rateable  Value.-  £60,890,  and  sum  represented  by  a 
penny  rate  is  ^254. 

Births. — There  were  133  births  during  the  year.  Of 
these,  66  were  males,  and  67  females  This  gives  a birth  rate 
of  13  58  per  thousand  of  the  population  and  is  the  lowest 
recorded  in  the  past  live  years.  There  is  a decided  drop 
compared  with  last  year  and  the  diffeience  is  more  marked 
still  when  compared  with  the  figure  of  188  for  England  and 
Wales. 

Two  of  the  births  were  of  illigetimate  children. 

Deaths. — The  total  nett  deaths  weie  104.  which  gives  a 
death  rate  of  10-62.  In  this  rate  it  is  gratifying  to  note  there 
has  been  a steady  decrease  during  the  past  five  years,  and  this 
year  is  the  lowest  recorded  in  that  period  and  compares  very 
favourably  with  that  of  \2'2  for  England  and  Wales,  and 
indeed  is  lower  than  any  other  ot  the  Combined  Districts. 

Causes  of  Death. — The  respiratory  diseases,  Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia,  etc.,  accounted  for  12  deaths,  which  is  an 
exceptionally  low  figure  ; giving  a respiratory  death  rate  of 
1-257  and  is  a considerable  decrease  on  the  rate  for  last  year 
which  was  1 823 

Tuberculosis  accounted  for  10  deaths,  of  which  8 were 
due  to  Respiratory  '1  uberculosis  i.e.—  Consumption,  which 
gives  a death  rate  of  0-84,  which  is  fully  double  that  of  last  year 

T he  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  caused  5 deaths,  with  a 
death  rate  of  o'42. 

Cancer  and  Heart  Disease  were  attributable  together  for 
21  deaths,  the  respective  numbers  being  11  and  io, 
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A Table  showing  the  Causes  of  Death  throughout 
the  Year  1925  in  the  Linthwaite  Urban  District. 


Caise  of  Death 

Males 

Fem’les 

Total 

Enteric  Fever 

i 

i 

Small  Fox 

• . . 

... 

... 

Measles 

i 

... 

i 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • • 

i 

i 

Whoopirg  Cough 

... 

i 

i 

Diphtheria 

• . • 

• . • 

• . . 

Influenza 

5 

2 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  ... 

... 

... 

. . - 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ... 

4 

4 

8 

Other  Tuberculosis  ... 

2 

• • . 

2 

Cancer 

6 

5 

I I 

Rheumatic  Fever 

• • • 

... 

Diabetes 

i 

i 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrage 

3 

7 

IO 

Heart  Disease 

7 

3 

IO 

Arterio-sclerosis 

3 

3 

6 

Bronchitis 

4 

2 

6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

i 

2 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

... 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .. 

• . • 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under2yrs) 

... 

• . . 

Appendicitis  ... 

. . . 

... 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

. . . 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

2 

3 

5 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 

... 

... 

Pregnancy 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformation 

. . . 

. . . 

and  Premature  Birth  ... 

3 

4 

Suicide 

. . . 

... 

... 

Other  Deaths  by  Violence  ... 

3 

i 

4 

Other  Defined  Disease 

IO 

9 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown 

... 

... 

All  Causes 

57 

47 

104 

32 


Infant  Mortality  — There  were  6 deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  old,  giving  a rate  of  45-1 13  per  1,000  births,  which  is 
almost  half  the  exceptionally  high  figure  of  85  for  last  >ear  ; 
a welcome  contrast  with  that  of  74  for  England  and  Wales. 

Notifiable  Diseases— The  number  of  notifications 
received  was  as  follows : — Pneumonia  3,  Scarlet  fever  3, 
Erysipelas  3,  Diphtheria  1,  Encephalitis  Lethargical,  Enteric 
1,  totalling  12.  In  addition  tlieie  were  7 of  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  and  2 of  other  forms,  altogether  21. 

The  following  table  gives  the  various  rates  during  the 
past  5 years. 


A Comparative  Table  of  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Linthwaite. 


1921  | 

Birth  Rate  ... 

16-9 

Death  Rate  ... 

x4'4 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

06 

Phthisis  ,,  ,, 

1 '4 

Respiratory,,  ,, 

1-9 

Infant  Mortality  ,, 

124 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

15-89 

1 5’47 

l5'5° 

13-58 

14-49 

1 1 -72 

n-75 

10  62 

o-6 

O' 1 01 

0-709 

042 

07 

091 

0-405 

0-84 

i-6 

1 -42 

1823 

1-257 

"0 

1 

78 

85 

45-ii3 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Water  Supply. — Approximately  three-quarters  of  your 
District  (some  1900  houses  out  of  2.54.2)  is  supplied  from  the 
mains  of  the  Huddersfield  Corporation,  the  water  from  which 
is  of  excellent  quality  and  abundant  in  quantity.  The  supply 
is  constant. 

The  remainder  of  the  houses  are  supplied  from  springs, 
wells  and  cisterns,  under  the  control  of  the  Council,  the 
following  particulars  of  which,  are  both  comprehensive  and 
detailed,  and  all  provide  an  excess  of  supply  over  requirements. 

Stocker  Head  Supply. — Springs  in  a field  above  Stocker 
Head,  averages  1,600  gallons  per  day  This  supplies  45  houses 
with  a population  of  200  persons. 

Linfit  Bar  Supply. — Springs  in  a field  at  Linfit  Hall 
averages  1,750  gallons.  This  supplies  38  houses  or  160  persons. 

Upper  Side  Supply. — Springs  in  piece  of  waste  ground 
at  Upper  Side,  owned  by  the  Council,  averages  1,500  gallons. 
This  supplies  32  houses,  or  150  persons. 

Upper  Clough  Sapply.— Springs  at  Clough  Head  aver- 
age yield  is  3,600  gallons  per  day.  This  supplies  32  houses, 
or  144  persons. 

Lower  Clough  and  Hoylehouse  Supply.— Springs  at 
Upper  Clough,  averages  2,500  gallons.  This  supplies  70  houses 
or  330  persons. 

Height  and  Rock  Supply.— Springs  at  Lanes,  averages 
1,200  gallons.  This  supplies  36  houses  or  120  persons. 

Lane  Top  and  Roydhouse  Supply. — Springs  in  an  old 
Quarry  at  Lane  Top,  averages  2,500  gallons.  This  supplies 
80  houses  or  360  persons. 
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Smithriding  Supply.— Springs  in  a field  near  Smith- 
riding, averages  1,500  gallons.  This  supplies  20  houses  or  90 
persons. 

Milnsbridge  Supply. — Springs  in  the  hill  behind  Deep 
Lane,  and  is  conveyed  by  pipes  to  a reservoir  behind 
Milnsbridge  Church,  the  capacity  of  which  is  51,760  gallons, 
the  minimum  daily  yield  is  2,600,  maximum  5,000,  averages 
3,500  gallons.  This  supplies  100  houses  or  450  persons. 

The  water  rises  in  all  the  springs  from  shaley  ground,  and 
is  of  good  quality  : in  all  cases  it  is  piped  in  iron  or  earthenware 
pipes  properly  jointed. 

The  covered  cisterns  are  cleaned  out  as  required,  and  the 
wells  at  least  once  per  month. 

Rivers  and  Streams.— The  pollution  of  the  river  and 
streams  in  the  District  is  under  the  surveillance  of  the  West 
Riding  Rivers  Board.  Although  to  a very  great  extent  the 
pollution  of  the  river  has  been  stopped  by  the  inauguration  of 
the  Joint  Sewage  Works  at  Johnny  Moor  Hill,  there  remains 
the  district  about  Causeway  Side,  where  the  pollution  of  the 
river  still  occurs. 


Scavenging. — The  Scavenging  of  your  District  is  well 
attended  to.  It  is  carried  out  by  your  own  staff  and  equipment 
The  cost  this  year  is  about  ^970.  Details  of  the  work  done, 
and  the  quantities  disposed  of  at  the  several  Tips,  are  given  in 
the  report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Closet  Accommodation. — Approximately  the  number  of 
each  type  of  closet  now  in  use  is  as  follows  : — 


Privies  with  open  Middens  .. 
Privies  with  Covered  Middens 
Water  Closets  ... 

Pail  or  Tub  Closets 

Waste  Water  Closets 


...  150 

...  326 

...  1204 
...  40 

...  25 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Your  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  report  comments  on  the 
nuisance  caused  by  the  tip  fire  at  Cowlersley,  which  has 
smouldered  since  July  and  is  probably  due  to  spontaneous 
Combustion  of  oily  bags,  waste,  etc.  This  would  probably 
have  been  avoided  if  the  Council  had  control  of  the  tips. 

There  has  been  no  instance  of  resort  to  legal  proceedings. 

Schools.— These  are  all  of  modern  type,  clean,  well 
lighted  and  ventilated,  and  with  satisfactory  sanitary  accom- 
modation. The  water  supply  in  each  instance  is  good.  The 
Statutory  Medical  Examination  is  carried  out  by  the  West 
Riding  Education  Authority.  Frequent  visits  are  paid  to  the 
Schools,  and  particularly  in  connection  with  outbreaks  of 
infectious  disease. 

An  epidemic  of  Mumps  was  responsible  for  a great  drop 
in  school  attendances,  especially  in  the  infants’  departments 
during  March.  Fortunately,  this  was  the  only  notable 
epidemic  and  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  advise  closure 
of  any  school  or  department. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. — These  are  well 
attended  to.  They  are  frequently  visited,  and  alterations  and 
improvements  continue  to  be  made. 

Twenty-four  (24)  milk  sellers  are  registered  in  the 
District,  from  whom  a good  wholesome  supply  of  milk  is 
obtained.  No  sample  has  been  taken  for  analysis  during  the 
year. 

Other  Foods. — The  district  is  well  served  in  this  respect 
There  is  a good  supply  of  shops,  mainly  at  each  end  of  the 
township.  As  I have  previously  remarked,  cleanliness  is  a 
characteristic  feature  in  connection  with  them. 
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The  Bakehouses,  which  number  n,  are  all  satisfactory, 
their  regular  and  periodical  cleansing  being  well  attended  to. 

The  Slaughter-houses  are  frequently  visited,  and  are  in 
good  condition.  Our  requirements  in  regard  to  cleanliness, 
removal  of  offal,  &c.,  are  well  observed. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Slaughter- 
houses in  use  in  the  District  at  the  dates  mentioned. 


In  1920 

In 

January 

1929 

In 

December 

1925 

Registered 

4 

2 

2 

Licensed 

4 

2 

2 

Total 

4 

2 

2 

There  has  been  no  instance  of  the  exposure  for  sale  of 
unsound  or  unwholesome  food  of  any  kind. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Colne  and  Holme  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  serves 
this  in  common  with  all  the  Colne  Valley  Districts  for  the 
purpose  of  the  isolation  and  treatment  of  the  acute  infectious 
diseases. 

The  following  are  the  Adoptive  Acts  in  force  in  your 
District. 


Public  Health  Acts  Amendments  Act,  1890,  Part  HI. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendments  Act,  1907,  Part  II,  Sections 
15-33;  Part  in->  Sections  34-51;  Part  IV.,  Sections  52-68; 
Part  V.,  Sections  76.77  ; Parts  IX.,  Section  91  ; and  Part  X.| 
Section  95. 
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The  following  are  the  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  : — 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  1885 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  1885 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  (P.H.  Act,  1875)  1885 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1901 

Regulation  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 

Milkshops  Order  ...  ...  ...  1902 

The  subject  “ Housing  ” is  dealt  with  at  the  conclusion 
of  these  Reports  where  also  will  be  found  the  “ Appendices  ” 
required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

I append  the  Report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

JAMES  A.  SMITH. 
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LINTHWAITE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Sanitary  Inspector  s Report  for  1925. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Linthwaite  Urban  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1925.  Having  only  held  the  position  of  Sanitary 
Inspector  since  the  1st  September  of  the  year  under  review  I 
have  had  to  refer  largely  to  Mr.  Mallinson,  the  late  Inspector 
lor  much  of  the  data  supplied. 

Nuisances. — For  the  purposes  of  this  report  I have  taken 
only  the  nuisances  which  I have  had  to  deal  with  personally. 
Nuisances  in  hand  at  the  time  of  my  appointment  required 
re-inspection  to  make  myself  conversant  with  the  details,  so  I 
have  treated  them  as  new  nuisances-  The  number  reported  is 
22,  and  of  this  number  20  have  been  abated,  leaving  two  in 
hand  at  the  end  of  the  year.  I found  no  necessity  to  ask  for 
the  issue  of  a Statutory  notice  in  connection  with  these,  the 
desired  result  being  obtained  by  means  of  informal  notices  and 
interviews,  1 he  majority  of  the  nuisances  were  caused  by 
defective  privies  and  drains.  The  nuisance  causing  the  most 
discomfort  to  the  public  at  large  was  the  tip  fire  at  Cowlersley 
I his  resisted  all  efforts  to  subdue  it,  and  has  now  almost  burnt 
itself  out.  1 he  provision  of  a Destructor  would  be  of  great 
benefit  to  this  large  industrial  district. 

Scavenging  — The  Scavenging  of  the  district,  carried  out 
by  the  Council’s  own  workmen,  has  been  satisfactory  generally 
but  a few  complaints  have  been  received  that  privies  have 
been  let t rather  longer  than  is  desirable.  The  district  is  a 
large  one  lor  the  work  to  be  carried  out  by  one  motor  and  one 
cart,  but  if  the  work  of  converting  privies  to  the  water  carriage 
system  is  persevered  with,  also  of  ash  pits  to  dust  bins,  the 
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scavenging  will  be  much  more  efficiently  carried  out,  and  at  no 
more  cost  to  the  rates.  During  the  year,  5,789  privies  and 
ash  pits,  1,664  Tub  closets,  and  37,380  Dust  bins  have  been 
emptied.  This  has  necessitated  2,162  motor  loads.and  306 
cart  loads  of  refuse  being  taken  to  the  Council’s  Tips,  an 
approximate  weight  of  3,500  tons.  The  cost  of  this  service  to 
the  rates  was  ^970  10s.  8d.  There  are  now  2,542  houses 
in  the  district  and  the  Sanitary  conveniences  serving  these 
consist  of  Water  closets,  1,204,  Waste  water  closets,  25,  Tub 
closets,  40,  Privies  with  open  middens,  150,  Privies  with 
covered  middens,  326,  Dustbins,  1523,  and  dry  Ash-places,  35 

Infectious  Disease. — The  district  has  been  remarkably 
free  from  infectious  disease  during  the  year,  only  seven  cases 
having  being  notified.  These  consisted  of  3 Scarlet  Fever,  3 
Erysipelas,  and  1 Enteric.  The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Enteric  were  all  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Thorough 
disinfection  was  carried  out  in  connection  with  each  case. 

Water  Supply. — More  than  three  fourths  of  the  houses, 
in  your  district  are  supplied  from  the  Huddersfield  Corporation 
Mains.  The  remainder  are  supplied  from  various  springs,  wells, 
and  private  supplies,  which  in  a few  cases  are  subject  to  being 
affected  by  periods  of  dry  weather.  Over  500  yards  of  new 
mains  have  been  laid  by  the  Huddersfield  Corporation  during 
the  year  in  the  Cowlersley  part  of  the  district. 

Bakehouses. — These  are  now  well  attended  to  by  the 
various  occupiers  as  regards  cleanliness,  and  representations  for 
any  necessary  improvements  are  willingly  attended  to. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — These  have  been  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition,  and  the  necessary  requirements  as  to 
whitewashing  etc.  have  been  carried  out. 

Slaughterhouses, — There  are  only  two  private  slaughterhouses 
in  the  district,  and  no  instance  has  occurred  necessitating  any 
action  with  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  meat  dealt  with. 
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Offensive  Trades. — Two  traders  carry  on  businesses  coming 
under  this  heading  in  the  district,  both  with  the  necessary  con- 
sent of  the  Council.  No  infringement  of  the  regulations 
governing  these  trades  has  been  observed  during  the  year. 

Mousing. — The  necessity  for  more  houses  in  your  district 
appears  to  be  quite  as  acute  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  at  any 
previous  time,  and  this  despite  the  vigour  with  which  the 
Council  has  prosecuted  its  housing  scheme.  During  the  year 
the  Council  has  completed  Scheme  No.  7 of  10  concrete 
houses,  and  Scheme  No.  8 of  16  stone  houses.  By  private 
enterprise,  18  houses  have  been  completed  which  are  entitled 
to  the  Subsidy  of  £\ 00, and  5 houses  not  entitled  to  the  Subsidy. 
This  gives  a total  of  49  new  houses  provided  wnthin  the  district 
this  year.  I have  inspected  12  houses  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations.  In  two  cases  Closing 
Orders  have  been  issued  and  the  houses  closed.  In  two  cases 
the  houses  have  been  voluntarily  closed  pending  the  carrying 
outof  the  necessary  repairs.  In  the  case  of  the  remaining  8 
houses,  Statutory  notices  have  been  served  on  the  owner 
requiring  him  to  carry  out  repairs  necessary  to  make  them 
reasonably  fit  for  habitation. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  L.  VARLEY. 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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MARSDEN  URBAN  DISTRICT 

ANNUAL  REPORT  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Circumstances  during  the  Year  1925. 


Population. — This  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  Gen- 
eral is  5,901,  an  increase  of  10  from  last  year. 

Rateable  Value  T55>45°  and  sum  represented  by  a penny 
rate  is  £"231. 

Births. — There  were  91  births — 49  males,  and  42  females 
giving  a birth  rate  of  15-42,  a decrease  from  last  year,  when 
the  rate  was  17- 14  ; markedly  lower  than  that  for  England  and 
Wales,  viz  : — 18-3. 

Two  of  the  births  were  of  illegitimate  children. 

Deaths. — The  nett  deaths  totalled  66,  of  which  31  were 
males  and  35  females.  The  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population  is  11-165,  which  is  rather  lower  than  that  for 
England  and  Wales,  viz — 12-2. 

Causes  of  Death. — Respiratory  diseases,  apart  from 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  accounted  for  7 deaths,  giving  a 
rate  of  1-184,  a tr'^e  lower  than  last  year. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  (Consumption)  caused  8 deaths, 
with  a death  rate  of  i '354  which  is  higher  than  that  for  1924. 

The  principal  Zymotic  diseases  caused  two  deaths,  the 
same  number  as  iagt  year.  Scarlet  Fever  and  Whooping 
Cough  being  responsible  for  one  each.  The  Death  Rate 
being  0 338. 

It  will  be  noted  there  is  a considerable  decrease  from  last 
year  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer,  th is*  year  it  resulted 
in  7 deaths,  whilst  last  year  the  number  was  11.  Heart 
diseases  was  responsible  for  11  deaths. 
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A Table  showing  the  Causes  of  Death  throughout 
the  Year  1925  in  the  Marsden  Urban  District. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

-1  emale 

Total 

Enteric  Fever 

... 

. . • 

... 

Small  Pox  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Measles 

. . . 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  

... 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

... 

1 ! 

Diphtheria  ... 

... 

1 

...  1 

nfluenza  ... 

2 

M 

3 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

1 

. . . 

1 

VIeningococcal  Meningitis 

... 

••• 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis... 

1 

7 

1 

8 

Other  Tuberculosis 

• . • 

1 i 

Cancer 

2 

5 

7 1 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

... 

• • • 

...  ; 

Diabetes 

• . • 

. . • 

...  1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

2 1 

4 

6 ; 

Heart  Disease 

5 

6 

11  ! 

Arterio-sclerosis 

1 

. . . 

1 

Bronchitis  ... 

3 

2 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

... 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

. - - 

• • • 

... 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

... 

... 

... 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis(under  2yrs) 

• . • 

1 

1 

Appendicitis 

• . • 

... 

... 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

... 

. . . 

... 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

3 

... 

3 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

Other  Accidents  and  Disease  o! 

1 

. . • 

Pregnancy 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformatior 

i 

and  Premature  Birth 

1 

... 

1 

Suicide 

. 

. . . 

... 

Other  Deaths  by  Violence 

3 

1 

4 i 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

4 

6 

10 

Causes  illdefined  or  unknown  .. 

J ... 

1 

... 

All  Causes  ... 

■ 31 

35 

66  I 
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Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  6 deaths  of  infants 
under  i year  old,  giving  a death  rate  of  65  9 per  1,000  births 
which  is  higher  than  any  recorded  in  this  district  for  a 
considerable  number  of  years,  and  certainly  the  highest  for  the 
past  5 years,  nevertheless  it  compares  favourably  with  the 
7-5  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  but  little  less  than 
that  for  London  with  67. 

Two  of  the  births  were  of  illegitimate  children. 


A Comparative  Table  of  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Marsden. 


192 1 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Birth  Rate  ... 

16-17 

15-36 

C58 

I7’I4 

15-42 

Death  Rate  ... 

92 

14-8 

n-39 

11-38 

11165 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

07 

o-5 

0-167 

0-509 

0738 

Phthisis  ,,  ,, 

*'5 

i-5 

1-67 

1 -018 

1 '354 

Respiratory ,,  ,, 

o-5 

2-8 

i-5i 

i-358 

1-184 

Infant  Mortality  ,, 

20 

33 

19 

59 

65-93+ 

Notifiable  Diseases — The  notifications  received  were  as 
follows  : — Scarlet  Fever  26,  Pneumonia  6,  Enteric  2,  Enceph- 
alitis Lethargtca  1,  Erysipelas  4,  Diphtheria  1,  Total  40.  It 
will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  although 
still  high  is  exactly  half  the  number  recorded  in  1924.  There 
were  16  Notifications  of  Tuberculous,  Respiratory  10,  and  other 
forms  6,  giving  a complete  total  of  56,  which  is  gratilyingly 
less  than  last  year  yet  it  should  be  noted  that  the  number  of 
Tuberculous  cases  was  exactly  double  that  of  last  year.  26 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  2 of  Enteric  were  removed  to  and 
treated  in  hospital. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  TIIE  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. — The  Water  Supply  of  your  District  so 
far  as  the  central  portions  are  concerned  (approximately  a 
third  of  the  whole  > is  from  the  mains  of  the  Huddersfield 
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Coiporation,  the  water  from  which  is  of  excellent  quality  and 
the  service  constant.  The  supply  is  from  the  Wessenden 
reservoir  in  your  District  and  situated  immediately  at  the  head 
of  the  Township.  , 

The  remaining  portions  of  the  District,  lying  chiefly  on  the 
hill  sides,  are  supplied  from  springs,  streams  and  wells,  the 
water  from  which  is  of  excellent  quality,  and  except  on  occa- 
sions of  very  severe  drought,  of  abundant  quantity.  Great  care 
and  attention  are  necessary  to  maintain  the  purity  and  fitness 
for  consumption  of  these  supplies,  for  running  open  as  they  do, 
often  through  cultivated  or  grazing  land,  they  are  especially 
liable  to  contamination  by  porcelation,  surface  drainage  from 
manure  and  excrement  of  cattle.  Much  better  supervision  is 
now  exercised  in  this  respect. 

HiYers  and  Streams. — Your  Outfall  works  effectively  deal 
with  the  domesticated  sewage  of  your  District,  but  pollution  of 
the  river  still  exists  in  connection  with  the  waste  products 
from  mills.  This  subject  is  continually  engaging  the  attention 
of  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board. 


Drainage  and  Sewage. — A little  addition  has  been  made 
to  your  sewerage  system  during  the  year.  The  central  portions 
of  the  District  are  well  provided  for,  and  the  portion  about 
Gatehead  has  now  been  sewered.  Your  contemplated  new 
sewerage  scheme  which  was  to  embrace  this  and  complete  your 
system  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Engineer.  It  is  hoped  the 
coming  year  will  see  this  work  effected. 

Closet  Accommodation. — Numerous  alterations  have 
been  made  in  regard  to  closet  accommodation  in  your  District 
during  the  year,  these  being  the  conversion  of  a number  of 
privies  with  open  middens  and  pail  closets  to  16  W.C.s 
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Approximately  the  number  of  each  type  of  closet  now  in 
use  is : — 


Privies  with  Open  Middens  ... 

...  154 

Privies  with  Covered  Middens 

221 

Water  Closets... 

...  516 

Pail  or  Tub  Closets  ... 

— 539 

Waste  Water  Closets 

7 

Scavenging. — The  work  is  now  undertaken  by  your 
Council  throughout  the  whole  of  the  township.  It  is  carried 
out  by  your  own  staff  and  equipment,  and  is  well  and  satis- 
factorily attended  to. 

Details  of  the  work  are  given  in  the  report  of  your  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Your  arrangements  under  which  tradesmen’s  refuse  is 
removed  under  an  established  scale  of  charges  still  continues 
to  work  very  satisfactorily. 

Your  destructor  is  proving  a very  valuable  addition  to 
your  sanitary  equipment  and  it  is  a great  satisfaction  that  the 
whole  of  the  refuse,  from  closets,  streets  and  shops, 
comprising  some  2213  loads,  should  have  been  completely 
disposed  of  through  it. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Your  Inspector  reports  the  making  of  280  inspections 
during  the  year,  and  the  discovery  and  reporting  of  31 
nuisances. 

All  of  these  were  satisfactorily  abated  as  a result  of 
personal  interviews. 

The  one  Lodging-house  in  your  district  is  very  satisfactory 
It  is  very  cleanly  kept,  and  its  lighting,  ventilation  and 
sanitary  conveniences  are  good.  Frequent  visits  are  made  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspector.  This  will  be  pulled  down  during  the 
coming  year  for  improvement  purposes. 
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Schools. — The  three  Schools  in  your  District  are  in 
every  way  satisfactory,  being  well  lighted  and  ventilated,  and 
provided  with  good  water  supply  and  excellent  sanitary 
conveniences. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  the  children  in  these,  as  in  all 
the  Schools  of  the  Colne  Valley  Districts,  is  undertaken  by 
the  special  Staff  of  School  Medical  Inspectors  appointed  by 
the  West  Riding  Education  Authority. 

During  the  holidays  the  schoolrooms  are  thoroughly 
disinfected  and  cleansed. 

Milk  Supply  . — This  as  a rule,  in  every  way  satisfactory 
being  mainly  produced  on  farms  in  your  own  District.  The 
remaining  portion,  imported  from  the  adjoining  district  of 
Slaithwaite  is  of  equally  satisfactory  character. 

On  May  ?6th  in  conjunction  with  your  Sanitary  Inspector, 

I accompanied  the  members  of  the  West  Riding  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Committee  on  a vis:t  of  Inspection  to  the 
majority  of  cowsheds  in  your  District. 

The  chief  defects  were  common  to  most,  insufficient 
ventilation  and  lack  of  cubic  space.  In  this  latter  case  the 
original  cubic  space  was  enough,  but  the  importation  of  large 
feeding  chests,  sacks  of  fodder,  stacks  of  hay,  etc,  caused  a great 
encroachment  on  this  cubic  space.  A deep  rooted  conviction 
amongst  the  owners  that  proper  ventilation  is  assuredly 
followed  by  coughs,  colds,  or  bronchitis  amongst  the  cows 
is  difficult  to  combat.  On  the  defects  being  pointed  out  and  the 
remedies  shown,  a very  fair  response  to  the  suggestions  resulted 

Slaughterhouses. — d here  are  four  slaughter-houses  in 
the  Disirict,  all  of  which  are  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
especially  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 

They  are  well  attended  to. 

The  meat  supplied  has  been  of  excellent  quality. 

There  has  been  no  necessity  for  any  condemnation. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Slaughter- 
houses in  use  in  the  District  at  the  dates  mentioned. 


In  1920 

In 

January 

1925 

In 

December 

1925 

Registered 

4 

4 

4 

Licensed 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

4 

4 

4 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  are  satisfactory. 
Frequent  improvements  continue  to  be  made.  They  are 
regularly  visited  and  cleanly  conditions  and  surroundings 
insisted  upon. 

Other  Foods.  - The  supply  of  other  foods  in  your 
District  is  quite  satisfactory.  Bread  is  chiefly  “ home  made.” 
You  have  a goodly  number  of  shops  of  very  cleanly  character 
where  sufficient  supplies  of  good  fish,  vegetables  and  confec- 
tionery are  obtainable. 

One  underground  bakehouse  remains  in  your  District 
which  in  every  way  else  is  satisfactory. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

The  Colne  and  Holme  Joint  Hospital  serve  the  District 
in  respect  to  the  treatment  of  the  Acute  Infectious  Diseases. 

Particulars  as  to  the  accommodation  provided  are  given 
in  my  report  to  the  Combined  Authorities. 

So  far  as  Adoptive  Acts  are  concerned,  Parts  III.  and 
VI.  of  the  Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1890,  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act.  1890,  and  Section  95  of 
the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  are  in  force  in 
your  district. 
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The  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  made,  with  the  dates,  are 
as  follows  : — 


Prevention  of  Nuisances 

1900 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

1900 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  (P.H.  Act, 

to 

00 

1— « 

1900 

Slaughterhouses... 

1900 

Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cow- 

sheds and  Milkshops  order  ... 

1900 

The  revision  of  some  of  the  older  bye-laws  and  the 
substitution  of  new  ones  at  that  time  accounts  for  the  common 
date  of  1900  in  each  instance. 

References  to  the  subject  *'  Housing”  as  also  the 
“ Appendices  ” required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  will  be 
found  at  the  conclusion  of  these  Reports. 

I append  the  Report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
copies  of  the  similar  to  those  I have  supplied  in  previous  years 

JAMES  A.  SMITH. 
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MARSDEN  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Sanitary  Inspectors  Report  for  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Marsden  Urban  District 

Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  work  accomplished  in  your  Health  Department,  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1925. 

Infectious  Diseases,  Prevention  and  Disinfec- 
tion.— During  the  year  56  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  came 
to  my  notice,  viz  : 27  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  1 case  of 
Diphtheria,  2 cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  16  cases  of 
Tuberculosis,  3 cases  of  Erysipelas,  1 case  of  Sleeping 
Sickness,  and  6 cases  of  Pneumonia. 

All  the  Scarlet  Fever  and  Typhoid  cases  were  promptly 
removed  to  the  Hospital,  the  other  cases  being  isolated  at 
home. 

All  houses  were  thoroughly  disinfected,  after  each  case 
had  been  removed  to  Hospital,  also  after  each  case  of  those 
isolated  at  home,  after  being  notified  that  such  cases  were 
free  from  infection. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  7 Bakehouses  in  the  district 
which  are  inspected  regularly,  and  in  each  case  limewashing 
and  cleansing  is  exceptionally  well  attended  to,  with  no  cause 
for  complaint. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  is  only  one 
Common  Lodging  House  in  the  district,  which  is  inspected 
regularly.  It  is  kept  clean  and  orderly,  and  limewashed 
regularly.  No  breach  of  regulations  or  case  of  Infectious 
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Disease  haye  occured  therein.  This  Lodging  House  will  be 
demolished  during  the  coming  year,  the  site  being  required  for 
other  purposes,  from  thence  no  Common  Lodging  House  will 
exist  in  Marsden. 

Slaughterhouses,— There  are  4 private  registered 
Slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  These  are  inspected  regu- 
larly. They  are  kept  in  a very  clean  condition,  and 
regularly  limewashed.  The  whole  of  the  offal  is  removed 
from  the  premises  to  the  Destructor  and  burned  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  killing  is  over. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — These  have  been 
inspected  regularly  and  have  been  found  in  a satisfactory 
condition,  with  the  exception  of  one  case,  where  it  was  found 
that  in  two  rooms  at  one  factory  there  was  insufficient  escape 
in  case  of  fire,  and  that  closet  accommodation  was  insufficient 
for  the  number  of  people  working  therein. 

A new  fire  escape  has  been  installed  in  each  room  and 
five  additional  closets  for  women,  and  four  additional  closets 
for  men  have  been  put  in,  which  meets  all  the  requirements 
for  the  present. 

Scavenging. — The  Scavenging  is  carried  out  by  the 
Council’s  own  staff  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  under  our  present  system  the  ash  places  and 
Privies  get  emptied  at  regular  periods,  consequently  mitigates 
the  fly  and  other  nuisances  that  may  occur  in  such  places. 

During  the  year  2641  privies,  2335  ashpits,  and  8664 
dust-bins  have  been  emptied  and  removed  to  the  Destructor 
to  be  burned. 

The  above  together  with  rubbish  from  the  shops,  etc., 
make  a total  of  2213  loads  burned  in  the  Destructor. 

Nuisances. — During  the  year  23  small  nuisances  came 
to  my  notice,  all  of  which  were  dealt  with  immediately  and 
the  nuisance  abated  as  speedily  as  possible. 
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All  nuisances  are  dealt  with  direct,  by  means  of  interviews 
with  the  persons  responsible  for  their  abatement,  and  in  no 
case  have  any  letters  been  sent. 

I have  always  found  that  interviews  with  advice  as  to 
the  remedy  has  proved  many  a time  over  to  reduce  nuisances 
to  a minimum. 

Food  Inspection. — When  making  my  inspection  of 
Slaughterhouses,  I do  so  during  the  process  of  killing  or  before 
the  removal  of  the  carcases  to  the  shops,  and  it  has  been  a 
pleasure  to  note  the  carcases  of  the  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs 
being  of  that  good  quality  so  has  not  to  cause  any  complaint, 
and  that  no  carcase  or  any  organ  from  same  had  to  be  con- 
demned or  destroyed  as  being  unlit  for  human  food.  Also  I 
may  add  that  all  foods  offered  for  sale  in  our  shops  seem  to  be 
of  that  quality  that  recommends  itself,  and  credit  is  due  to 
the  shopkeepers  for  their  general  cleanliness  in  the  keeping 
and  handling  of  all  goods. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — These  have  been  inspected 
periodically  and  found  in  a very  clean  condition.  The  lime- 
washing of  these  premises  is  carried  out  regularly,  and  credit 
is  due  to  the  farmers  on  their  general  cleanliness  of  their 
respective  cowsheds,  together  with  the  retailing  and  handling 
of  their  supplies. 

Closet  Accommodation.— During  1925  a thorough 
Inspection  and  correct  Census  of  every  house  regarding  their 
closet  accommodation  was  taken  and  found  that  there  was 
516  Fresh  Water  Closets,  7 Waste  Water  Closets,  539  Pail 
Closets,  and  221  Privies  with  Covered  Middens,  and  154 
Uncovered  Middens,  and  157  Covered  and  33  Uncovered 
Dry  Ashplaces,  and  365  Dustbins,  showing  a great  decrease 
in  Privies  and  a good  increase  in  Water  Closets,  which  is  a 
good  record  in  the  right  direction. 
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In  conclusion  I must  again  thank  the  Council  and 
Health  Committee  for  the  readiness  with  which  they  supply 
every  Apparatus  necessary  for  combating  disease  in  the 
district,  also  for  their  courteous  manner  towards  me,  which 
is  a good  lever  and  great  assistance  in  keeping  up  a stan- 
dard of  efficiency  and  discipline  which  is  necessary  to  keep 
up  a good  record  of  Health  and  Cleanliness  as  in  the  past. 

It  is  a great  gratification  to  be  able  to  give  such  a 
report  as  the  foregoing,  and  great  thanks  are  due  to  the 
Medical  Officer  for  his  professional  advice  in  all  matters 
appertaining  to  Health,  and  the  general  welfare  and  strict 
vigilance  over  our  district. 

I am  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J,  R.  HARGRAVES. 
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SCAMMONDEN  URBAN  DISTRICT 

ANNUAL  REPORT  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Circumstances  during  the  Year  1925. 


Population — This,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  Gen- 
eral, to  be  405. 

Rateable  Value — is  £ and  sum  represented  by  a 

penny  rate  is  £ 

Births — There  were  9 births,  1 male,  and  8 females 
The  Birth-Rate  was  22-22.  Last  year’s  rate  was  29-63. 

There  was  1 illegitimate  child. 

Deaths. — The  total  nett  deaths  numbered  6,  1 less  than 
last  year.  Of  these  3 were  males  and  1 female.  The  Death- 
Rate  was  14-81.  It  will  be  noted  from  the  adjoining  table  that 
of  the  6 deaths  3 were  result  of  Cancer.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  either  Respiratory  or  Zymotic  diseases. 

Notifiable  Diseases. — None  were  reported. 

Slaughterhouses— The  number  of  these  is  four,  and  are 
compared  with  the  year  1920  in  this  table.  . 


In  1920 

In 

January 

1923 

In 

December 

1929 

Registered 

4 

4 

4 

Licensed 

0 

0 

0 

Totiil  •••  ••• 

4 

4 

4 
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A Table  showing  the  Causes  of  Death  throughout 
the  Year  I 925  in  the  Scammonden  Urban  District. 


Caise  of  Death 


Males  Fem’ies!  -Total 


Enteric  Fever 
Small  Pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
M°ningococcal  Meningitis 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculosis  ... 

Cancer  

Rheumatic  Fever 
Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrage 
Heart  Disease 
Arterio-sclerosis 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2 yrs) 

Appendicitis  ...  

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 

Pregnancy  

Congenital  Debility,  Malformation 

and  Premature  Birth 

Suicide  

Other  Deaths  by  Violence 

Other  Defined  Disease 
Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown 


1 

2 


1 

3 


All  Causes 


1 6 
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The  Water  Supply  of  Scammonden  is  entirely  from 
springs,  streams,  and  wells  ; the  water  from  which  is  both 
abundant  in  quantity  and  of  excellent  quality.  The  District 
being  entirely  agricultural,  and  very  sparsely  populated,  it 
requires  comparatively  little  care  to  prevent  its  contamination. 

No  system  of  drainage  ot  sewerage  exists,  the  widely 
squandered  position  of  the  houses  and  farmsteads,  rendering 
this  both  unnecessary  and  prohibitive — (one  dwelling  for  every 
20  acres). 

With  the  exception  of  12  private  tub  closets,  the  whole  of 
the  closet  accommodation  is  of  the  open  privy  midden  type. 

The  Scavenging  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  various 
occupiers,  and  consists  only  of  the  carting  on  to  the  land  of  the 
contents  of  the  privies,  middens  and  cesspools. 

There  has  been  no  instance  during  the  year  of  complaint 
by  your  Inspector  in  regard  to  negligence  in  this  respect. 

The  only  nuisances  discovered  were  of  a minor  character, 
and  readily  remedied  upon  the  necessity  being  pointed  out  to 
the  owners  and  occupiers. 

The  Cowsheds  have  been  regularly  visited  by  your 
Inspector,  who  reports  favourably  upon  their  generally  satis- 
factory condition.  In  two  instances  he  had  to  give  notice 
requiring  the  neccessary  limewashing  which  was  at  once 
complied  with. 

The  milk  supply  is  abundant,  much  of  the  surplus  being 
sold  in  the  adjoining  Districts,  particularly  Golcar. 

For  other  foods,  farm  products  are  abundant,  and  a local 
Co-operative  Store,  with  intinerant  butcher’s  carts,  supplies 
the  requirements  of  groceries  and  meat. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  infectious  diseases  the  District  is 
served  by  the  Colne  and  Holme  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 


The  “ Housing  ” subject  Joes  not  'arise  in  Scammonden- 
the  accommodation  being  in  excess  of  the  requiiements : the 
houses  large  and  commodious,  no  overcrowding  and  plenty  of 
fresh  air. 

I append  table  similar  to  those  I have  supplied  in  the 
case  of  each  other  of  these  Districts. 


JAMES  A. 


SMITH. 
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SCAM  MON  DEN  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Sanitary  Inspector  s Report  for  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Scammonden  Urban  District 

Council . 

Infectious  Disease. — There  has  been  no  case  of  infectious 
disease  during  the  year. 

Cowsheds. — These  have  been  inspected  periodically  and 
generally  found  satisfactory  except  at  a few  places  where  I had 
to  draw  their  attention  to  lime-washing  which  was  remedied 
forthwith. 

Nuisances. — During  the  year  I have  had  to  complain  with 
regards  5 minor  nuisances  such  as  closet  emptying  and  drains 
blocked  but  with  pointing  same  out  to  the  responsible  persons, 
they  were  complied  with. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning— During  the  year  I have 
inspected  6 houses,  two  of  which  I had  to  complain  with 
regards  being  in  a dirty  state  but  on  visiting  same  later  on  I 
found  some  improvement. 

I am,  Gentelmen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


JAMES  SYKES. 
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SLAITHWAITE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
ANNUAL  REPORT  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
circumstances  during  the  Year  1925. 


Population. — This  is  estimated  at  5,312  a decrease  of  55 
from  last  year  or  200  less  than  1920. 

Rateable  Yalue— is  ^42458  5s.  3d.,  and  the  sum  repre- 
sented by  a penny  rate  is  ^176  18s.  2d. 

Births. — There  were  64  births,  of  which  35  were  males 
and  29  females.  The  birth  rate  was  12-048  from  1,000  of  the 
population,  and  is  the  lowest  recorded  in  any  district  in  the 
Colne  Valley.  It  is  appreciably  low’er  than  last  year,  and 
indeed  the  lowest  for  a period  of  years  and  being  in  marked 
contrast  with  a rate  for  England  and  Wales,  viz,  18  3. 

2 of  the  births  were  of  illegitimate  children. 

Deaths. — These  numbered  75  and  taken  in  conjunction 
with  the  number  of  births,  gives  food  for  thought,  40  of 
these  were  males  and  35  females,  whilst  the  death  late  was 
14-119,  which  is  high  in  comparison  with  that  for  England  and 
Wales  12-2. 

Causes  of  Death. — Bronchitis.  Pneumonia  and  other 
respiratory  diseases  accounted  for  12  deaths,  with  a death  rate 
of  2-259  considerably  higher  than  that  for  last  year  and  indeed 
the  highest  of  any  district  in  the  combined  area. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  accounted  for  4 deaths,  and. 
the  resultant  death  rate  of  0-753,  fully  double  the  rate  of  1924 
1 he  principal  Zymotic  diseases  were  responsible  for  only 
1 death,  that  from  Whooping  Cough  which  it  must  be  noted  is 
not  one  of  notifiable  diseases  and  the  death  rate  was  0-188 
practically  the  same  as  that  for  last  year. 


59 


A Table  showing  the  Causes  of  Death  throughout 
the  Year  1925  in  the  Slaithwaite  Urban  District. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

F emale 

Total 

Enteric  Fever 

Small  Pox  ... 

... 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

• • • 

Influenza  ... 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

• • • 

• • • 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis... 

3 

1 

4 

Other  Tuberculosis 

• • • 

Cancer 

4 

1 

5 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

1 

• • • 

1 

Diabetes 

• • • 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Heart  Disease 

6 

11 

17 

Arterio-sclerosis 

3 

1 

4 

Bronchitis  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

2 

6 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

. . . 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis(under  2yrs) 

... 

• • • 

Appendicitis 

• • • 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

1 

• • • 

1 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

2 

2 

4 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

Other  Accidents  and  Disease  of 

... 

... 

Pregnancy 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformation 

... 

• • • 

and  Premature  Birth 

1 

... 

1 

Suicide  ...  

... 

• . • 

Other  Deaths  by  Violence 

3 

• • • 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

6 

10 

16 

Causes  illdefined  or  unknown  ... 

1 

... 

1 

All  Causes  ... 

40 

35 

75 
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Infantile  Mortality.—  There  were  3 deaths  of  infants 
under  1 year  old,  giving  a rate  of  46-87  per  1,000  deaths,  which 
is  almost  double  the  rate  for  1924,  but  this  ofcourse  was  one 
of  the  lowest  on  record. 

It  still  compares  very  favourably  with  the  75  which  is  the 
tigure  for  England  and  Wales. 

Notifiable  Diseases. — The  notifications  for  the  year 
comprised  the  following  diseases,  Pneumonia  6,  Scarlet  Fever 
2,  Diphtheria  1,  Encephalitis  Lethargica  1,  Puerperal  Fever  1 
numbering  11,  but  including  Tuberulosis  Respiratory  4, 
other  forms  1,  totaled  16,  which  compares  very  favourably 
with  last  year  when  the  number  was  23. 

4 cases  were  removed  to  and  treated  in  Hospital. 

A Comparative  Table  of  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Slaithwaite 


1921 

Birth  Rate  ... 

13-9 

Death  Rate  ... 

97 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

07 

Phthisis  ,,  ,, 

09 

Respiratory ,,  ,, 

i-6 

Infant  Mortality  ,, 

65 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

i3'i 

‘6-55 

15-47 

1 2-048 

I4'5 

12-68 

10-25 

14119 

°'4 

0-368 

o-i86 

0-188 

i-i 

0.368 

0373 

o-753 

2'2 

1-655 

1-863 

2-259 

1 1 1 
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46-875 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. — Your  water  supply, partly  from  the  mains  of 
the  Huddersfield  Corporation,  and  partly  from  the  supplies 
owned  by  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  is  very  satisfactory.  Half  the 
District  is  served  from  the  latter  supply,  the  water  from  which  is 
of  good  quality,  and  the  quantity  as  a rule  more  than  sufficient, 
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admitting  of  practically  a constant  service.  To  ensure  the 
maintenance  of  this,  Lord  Dartmouth’s  agents,  whilst  declining 
any  further  increase  to  the  number  of  houses  they  at  present 
supply,  have  effected  connections  with  the  nrtins  of  the 
Huddersfield  Corporation,  so  that  their  own  supplies  can 
be  augmented  on  any  occasion  of  need. 

It  is  unfortunate  however  that  permission  has  now  been 
withdrawn  for  use  of  the  Dartmouth  supply  to  privy  conver- 
sions as  there  are  yet  a considerable  number  of  privies  requiring 
conversion  where  Huddersfield  Corporation  water  is  not  readily 
available. 

Over  220  of  the  houses  have  the  Corporation  supply 
direct,  the  service  being  constant  and  the  water  of  excellent 
quality. 

A third  of  the  District,  chiefly  the  hillsides,  remains  with- 
out a piped  service,  and  is  supplied  by  springs,  streams,  and 
weils.  The  water  from  these  is  good  in  quality,  but,  as  I have 
frequently  pointed  out  both  in  regard  to  these  and  similar 
supplies  in  other  Districts  of  this  Combination,  it  is  especially 
liable  to  contamination  from  the  fact  that  it  invariably  runs 
open,  often  through  manured  and  grazing  land. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage — There  has  been  no  alteration  in 
your  system  during  the  year.  The  central  portions  of  the 
District  are  well  drained,  but  many  of  the  hillside  hamlets  are 
still  improvised  for.  Pollution  of  the  river  streams  still  exists 

Extension  of  the  sewerage  system  in  Lingards  Road  and 
Royd  Street  are  referred  to  in  the  report  of  your  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Whilst  further  extension  of  the  Manchester  Road 
sewer  beyond  Brites  Well  to  new  properties  is  about  to  be 
carried  out 

The  treatment  of  sewerage  in  the  Secondary  Filtration 
System  at  the  Sewerage  Works  consisting  of  Humas  Tanks 
Humas  Drainer*  provided  two  years  ago  by  the  Council  at  the 
instigation  of  the  W.R.  Rivers  Board  works  satisfactorily. 
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Exception  must  betaken  to  the  method  of  disposal  of  privy, 
street  refuse,  etc.,  i.e.  to  the  Tip  at  Rotcher,  also  the  carting  of 
Slaughterhouse  offal  to  the  boundary  at  Wool  Clough.  These 
methods  are  relics  of  the  past,  unsightly,  obnoxious,  and  a 
menace  to  the  health  of  the  residents  in  the  vicinity.  Surely 
the  recommendation  of  the  Special  Committee  which  I under- 
stand has  advised  the  Council  to  erect  a Refuse  Destructor 
will  be  adopted,  and  that  right  early. 

CloBet  Accommodation. — Progress  has  to  be  reported  in 
this  respect,  16  old  privies,  5 tub  closets  converted  to  W.C.s 
and  18  additional  new  closets  provided  in  old  property,  making 
a total  of  39  new  W.C.s. 

Approximately  the  number  of  each  type  of  closet  now  in 
use  is  as  follows  : — 


Privies  with  Covered  Middens 


541 

707 
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Water  Closets... 
Waste  Water  Closets 
Tub  Closets  ... 


. .r 
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Scavenging  is  carried  out  by  your  own  Sanitary  Staff 
and  using  your  own  equipment  which  has  been  improved  by 
purchase  of  a Motor  Wagon,  this  effects  a considerable  saving 
of  time  at  an  annual  cost  of  £676.  I have  consistently 
advocated  the  use  of  overalls  for  the  staff  at  work  on  privies, 
dust-bins,  etc..,  these  could  be  discarded  on  cessation  of  work, 
and  would  be  some  protection  both  to  the  members  of  the 
staff  and  the  general  public,  and  the  slight  cost  would  be  of 
little  account. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Your  Inspector  reports  the  making  of  1,048  visits  of 
inspections  during  the  year. 

374  of  these  were  in  connection  with  nuisances  and 
resulted  in  the  reporting  67.  120  had  been  left  in  hand  at  the 
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close  of  1924,  making  a total  of  187.  Of  these  106  were 
abated  during  the  year  and  81  remained  in  hand  at  its  close. 

179  informal  notices  were  served  98  of  which  were 
complied  with. 

8 Statutory  Notices  were  served,  but  legal  proceedings 
in  these  cases  were  not  necessary. 

There  is  no  lodging  house  in  the  District,  and  but  one 
instance  of  the  carrying  on  of  an  offensive  trade.  This  is 
“Gut  Scraping.”  The  conditions  anent  it  are  quite 
satisfactory. 

Schools. — The  sanitary  condition  of  the  five  schools  in 
your  District  is  very  satisfactory.  They  have  a good  supply 
of  water  and  are  cleanly  kept 

There  has  been  no  necessity  for  the  closure  of  any  of  your 
schools  during  the  year. 

'1  he  Medical  Examination  of  the  children  is  in  your,  as 
in  all  the  Colne  Valley  Districts,  carried  out  by  the  special 
Staff  of  School  Medical  Inspectors  appointed  by  the  West 
Riding  Education  Authority. 

Milk  Supply. — This  is  in  every  way  satisfactory,  being 
practically  entirely  produced  on  farms  in  your  own  District. 

There  are  25  milk  sellers,  14  of  whom  are  retailers. 

No  samples  of  milk  have  been  submitted  for  analysis 
during  the  year. 

This  woik  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Inspector  who 
undertakes  the  work  required  by  the  S.  & D.  Acts. 

Samples  however  have  been  taken  by  your  Inspector  for 
examination  for  dirt. 

The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  been  visited  and  their 
condition  is  generally  satisfactory.  T he  regular  periodical 
limewashiug  is  well  attended  to. 

You  have  a good  supply  of  “ other  foods.”  Ample 
supplies  of  meat,  fruit  and  vegetables  are  to  be  had  from  the 
shops  in  the  District,  in  all  of  which,  as  I have  before 
remarked,  cleanliness  is  a common  feature. 
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Much  of  the  bread  in  the  District  is  “home-made,”  still 
there  are  4 bakehouses,  all  of  which  are  well-kept  and  in  a 
cleanly  condition. 

The  Public  Slaughterhouses,  opened  in  1910,  is  a public 
one.  It  is  very  well  attended  to  and  cleanly  kept.  Your 
Sanitary  Inspector  pays  very  frequent  visits.  He  invariably 
attends  and  inspects  on  every  occasion  of  the  slaughtering  of 
animals. 

There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses. 

Total  amount  of  meat  surrendered  during  the  year  is 
201 1 lbs. 

Details  of  the  animals  slaughtered  are  given  in  the  Report 
of  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Colne  and  Holme  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  serves 
this  in  common  jvith  all  the  other  Districts  of  the  Colne 
Valley,  for  the  treatment  of  the  acute  infectious  diseases. 

The  following  are  the  Adoptive  Acts  in  force  in  the 
Siaithwaite  District  : — 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  Part  III. 

» » )}  „ 1907-  The  whole. 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890.  The  whole. 

The  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  in  force,  with  the  dates  of 
their  sanction  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  are  as 
follows  : — 

Prevention  of  Nuisances,  cleaning  of 


Pavements,  Footways,  etc. 

1880 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

1880 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  (revised) 

1925 

Slaughter  Houses  (revised)  ... 

1924 

Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds 

and  Milkshops  Order  ... 

1900 

Draining  of  Existing  Buildings  

1924 
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References  to  the  subject  “Housing”  as  also  the 
“Appendices”  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  will  be 
found  at  the  conclusions  of  these  Reports. 

I append  the  Report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
copies  of  the  tables  similar  to  those  supplied  in  previous  years. 

JAMES  A.  SMITH. 
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SLAITHWAITE  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Sanitary  Inspectors  Report  for  1925. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Slaithwaite  Urban  District 

Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  [925. 

120  nuisances  remained  in  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  and  during  the  year  67  nuisances  were  reported,  making 
a total  of  187. 

Of  these  106  were  abated  during  the  year,  leaving  81  in 
hand,  comprising  the  following  : — 

45  Insufficient  Ashes  Accommodation. 

35  Insufficient  Closet  Accommodation. 

1 Defective  Drain. 

1 Unscheduled  Defect. 

It  was  only  necessary  to  have  8 Statutory  Notices  served 
during  the  year,  the  remaining  cases  being  dealt  with  by 
informal  notices  and  interviews. 

Infections  Diseases. — n cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious 
Diseases  have  occured  during  the  year,  excluding  Tuberculosis. 
These  comprise  2 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  1 case  of 
Diphtheria. 

4 of  these  cases  were  treated  at  the  Fever  Hospital,  at 
Meltham,  and  1 case  of  Scarlet  Fever  being  very  slight,  was 
treated  at  home,  the  isolation  of  same  and  condition  of  house 
being  very  satisfactory. 

All  the  cases  taken  to  Hospital  were  promptly  removed, 
disinfection  of  premises  and  bedding  immediately  carried  out 
and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious 
disease. 

3 of  the  cases  reported  were  children  attending  school. 
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Water  Supoly. — There  is  little  change  in  the  report 
under  this  heading,  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth’s  water  service 
supplies  about  half  the  houses  in  the  district,  the  remainder 
being  supplied  by  the  Huddersfield  Corporation  and  by  isolated 
springs  and  wells.  The  Earl  of  Dartmouth’s  supply  is 
incapable  of  bearing  much  increased  demand.  During  the 
year,  however,  permission  was  given  to  use  this  supply  for  the 
conversion  of  a number  of  privies  to  W.C.’s.  This  permission 
has  now  been  withdrawn  as  the  Dartmouth  supply  is  insufficient 
for  any  more  conversions,  and  as  there  are  still  a good  number 
of  insufficient  and  insanitary  privies  in  the  district  where 
corporation  water  is  not  readily  available,  the  position  requires 
serious  consideration  by  the  Council. 

Scavenging. — During  the  year  the  Scavengers  have 
emptied  the  following  : privies,  3, 160  ; Ashpits,  2,081  ; Dustbins* 
18,236;  Tubs,  492.  From  this  source  they  have  carted  1,642 
loads  to  the  tip  and  burnt  153  loads. 

Trade  refuse,  clinker  and  other  outside  sources  have 
resulted  in  1,317  loads  being  tipped  and  paid  for,  making  a 
total  of  3,112  loads  tipped  at  Rotcber  during  the  year. 

The  scavenging  is  now  being  satisfactorily  carried  out  by 
the  Ford  Motor  Wagon  purchased  during  the  year,  and  which 
is  able  to  do  the  whole  of  the  district  with  the  employment  of 
three  men  instead  of  five  men  and  two  horses  and  carts 
previously  usee.  This  entails  a saving  besides  getting  the 
work  done  more  expeditiously. 

A Special  Committee  having  inspected  several  Destructor 
Works,  have  recommended  the  Council  to  seriously  consider 
erecting  one  of  their  own,  especially  in  view  of  the  proposal  to 
effect  a great  saving  by  utilizing  the  steam  from  it  for  the 
Baths  and  Slaughter  House.  Further  a great  expense  is  at 
present  entailed  by  carting  the  Slaughter  House  offal  twice  per 
week  to  Wool  Clough  near  the  boundary  of  the  district,  which 
expense  could  also  be  saved  by  destroying  the  offal  in  the 
destructor. 
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There  are  still  about  29  privies  in  Varley  Road  which  are 
insufficient,  some  being  in  a very  bad  condition,  but  until  a 
sewer  is  put  up  the  back  of  the  premises  on  the  left  hand  side 
above  Spring  Street  the  owners  cannot  be  required  to  convert 
the  privies  as  the  sewer  in  Varley  Road  is  not  low  enough. 

The  cost  of  emptying  these  privies  is  considerable,  owing 
to  the  situation  of  the  same  and  having  to  carry  contents  along 
passages  and  up  steps.  In  addition  to  the  sewer  however, 
owing  to  the  Dartmouth  water  supply  being  now  withdrawn 
for  conversions,  arrangements  would  have  to  be  made  for  the 
transference  of  the  Water  Supply  in  this  Street  to  Corporation 
Water. 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  estimated  number  of 
closets  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1925  is  1,269.  These 
comprise  the  following:  707  W.C’s,  56  of  which  ate  waste 
water  closets,  541  privies  and  21  tubs. 

During  the  year  16  privies  have  been  converted,  5 privies 
have  been  demolised,  5 tubs  converted  and  18  additional  W.C.’s 
provided,  making  a total  of  39  new  W.C.’s,  3 new  privies  have 
also  been  provided  during  the  year. 

The  work  has  been  done  under  Section  36  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  and  in  no  case  has  the  Council  had  to  do  the 
work  in  default  of  the  owners. 

35  cases  are  also  under  notice  for  insufficiency,  47  new 
dust  bins  have  been  provided  during  the  year,  13  in  lieu  of 
defective  bins  and  34  in  lieu  of  insufficient  ashes  accommodation. 

The  estimated  number  of  dustbins  in  the  district  is  600. 

Slaughter  House  and  Meat  Supply —There  are  no 
private  slaughter  houses  in  the  district ; the  Public  Slaughter 

House  premises  have  been  satisfactorily  attended  to  during  the 
year  by  the  attendant. 

The  offal  has  been  removed  promptly  and  satisfactorily, 
and  is  taken  twice  weekly  to  Wool  Clough  and  buried. 
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The  numbers  of  the  various  classes  of  animals  slaughtered 
during  the  year  are  as  follows  994  beasts,  ioi  calves,  1,154 
pigs,  and  2,239  sheep,  making  a total  of  4,448  animals. 

During  the  year  about  1,605  lbs.  ot  beef  and  406  lbs.  of 
pork,  making  a total  of  2,011  lbs.  of  meat  were  condemned  as 
unfit  for  food  and  destroyed. 

I pay  very  frequent  visits  to  the  Slaughter  House  to 
inspect  the  meat  when  slaughtering  is  in  progress,  and  I must 
again  commend  the  Local  Co-operative  Society,  the  Butcher’s 
Association  and  other  local  butchers  who  spare  no  effort  to 
procure  and  maintain  a high  standard  of  meat  supply  for  the 
district,  and  who  are  always  willing  and  ready  to  surrender  any 
diseased  or  unsound  meat. 

The  new  Bye-laws  made  with  respect  to  the  management 
of,  and  charges  for  the  use  of  the  Slaughter  House  came  into 
operation  during  the  year  being  approved  by  the  Ministry  on 
April  29th,  1925. 

Other  Foods. — There  are  a good  number  of  shops  supply- 
ing food  stuffs  in  the  district  and  cleanliness  is  strictly  observed. 

Fruit,  fish  and  vegetables  supplied  are  of  good  quality, 
and  except  in  the  case  of  Meat  Supply  it  has  not  been  necessary 
for  any  other  food  stuffs  to  be  condemned. 

Sewering  and  Drainage.— During  the  year  75  yds.  of  9 in. 
sewer  has  been  completed  at  Lovverwood  and  about  130  yds. 
has  also  been  laid  behind  the  property  on  the  right  hand  side 
of  Royd  Street  up  to  No.  79  and  discharges  into  the  sewer  in 

Meal  Hill  Lane. 

The  New  Bye-Laws  made  with  respect  to  the  drainage 
of  Existing  Buildings  came  into  operation  during  the  year 
being  approved  by  the  Ministry  on  June  29th,  1925. 

Canal  Boat*.— The  plying  of  Canal  Boats  on  the  Canal 
having  ceased,  no  inspection  of  Canal  Boats  has  taken  place. 
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Bakehouses. — The  4 bakehouses  in  the  district  are  satis- 
factory, their  regular  and  periodical  cleansing  being  well 
attended  to  and  in  no  cases  have  the  occupiers  had  to  be 
notified  to  cleanse  or  limewash  the  premises. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — In  many  cases  improvements 
to  cowsheds,  such  as  new  stalls,  floors,  ventilation  and  fighting 
have  been  attended  to  during  the  year.  On  one  farm  the 
insanitary  existing  shed  has  been  discontinued,  the  barn 
converted  by  means  of  new  windows,  floors,  stalls,  etc.,  and 
also  fitted  up  with  electric  light.  There  are  still  a few 
alterations  on  some  of  the  farms  to  be  completed. 

The  general  cleanliness  on  farms  both  of  animals  and 
premises  has  improved  considerably,  but  in  a few  cases  there 
is  still  room  for  improvement. 

Samples  of  milk  taken  during  the  year  also  show  a 
considerable  improvement  as  to  cleanliness,  though  still  a few 
samples  are  not  as  clean  as  is  desirable.  It  is  hoped  that  a 
still  further  improvement  will  be  made  in  such  cases  during 
the  coming  year  so  as  to  bring  all  the  samples  up  to  one 
standard. 

Faotories  and  Workshops. - -There  are  40  workshops  in 
the  district,  and  these  premises  have  been  kept  in  a clean  and 
satisfactory  condition,  and  no  infringement  of  the  regulations 
has  been  found. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  is  only  one  offensive  trade  in 
the  district,  viz  : Gut  Scraping.  No  nuisance  has  been  caused, 
and  the  premises  have  been  kept  in  a clean  state 

Building  by  Private  Enterprise. — 14  new  houses  have 
been  erected  during  the  year  by  private  enterprise,  The  new 
Bye-Laws  made  with  respect  to  the  New  Streets  and  Buildings 
came  into  operation  during  the  year,  being  approved  by  the 
Ministry  on  June  nth,  1925. 


7i 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Acts. — Fortunately  in  the 
district  there  are  no  slums  or  unhealthy  areas,  and  the  property 
generally  is  in  good  condition.  However,  12  houses  have 
been  inspected  and  13  re-inspected  during  the  year.  In  4 
cases  of  re-inspection  the  work  has  now  been  completed,  and 
work  at  some  of  the  other  property  is  in  hand. 

The  shortage  of  houses  in  the  district  is  being  relieved  by 
the  Council’s  Housing  Scheme  and  Private  enterprise.  20 
Council  Houses  have  now  been  erected  on  the  Lov.  erwood 
site,  and  are  occupied,  6 more  are  nearing  completion. 

Under  the  Chamberlain  Housing  Scheme  the  Council  has 
added  ^25  to  the  Government  Subsidy  bringing  total  Subsidy 
to  ^"100. 

Permission  have  been  given  to  grant  25  certificates  for 
subsidy  houses,  and  the  Council  has  given  25  covering  25 
houses  of  which  15  are  built,  8 in  course  of  erection,  and  2 not 
commenced. 

Smoke  Observations.  — 11  smoke  observations  have  been 
taken  during  the  year,  and  in  two  cases  the  owners  of  the 
premises  have  been  warned  and  an  improvement  made. 

An  appeal  has  recently  been  sent  out  to  all  manufacturers 
asking  them  to  co-operate  in  reducing  the  pollution  of  the 
atmosphere  by  smoke,  and  favourable  replies  have  been 
received.  One  large  firm  going  so  far  as  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  their  stokers  to  attend  special  smoke  abatement  classes. 

I propose  during  the  coming  year  to  supply  the  owners  of 
steam  raising  plants  with  detailed  records  of  observations  taken 
periodically,  which  will  prove  helpful  in  the  effort  to  reduce 
atmospheric  pollution,  and  also  help  incidentally  in  the  more 
economic  use  of  fuel. 

Motor  Ambulance*. — This  is  very  much  appreciated  in 
the  district  and  was  presented  to  the  Council  by  the  Ratepayers 
in  March,  1921  as  a memorial  of  those  who  fell  in  the  great 
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war,  and  to  be  used  for  public  benefit.  From  its  presentation 
to  Dec.,  1924,  275  journeys  were  made.  During  1925,  71 
journeys  were  made,  making  a total  of  346  journeys  altogether 
for  the  four  years  and  eight  months,  averaging  74  journeys  per 
year. 

Of  the  71  journeys  made  during  1925,  17  were  accidents 
and  54  were  operation  cases. 

All  these  have  been  cases  where  no  methods  of  transport 
only  by  ambulance  could  be  used,  and  owing  to  the  promptness 
of  despatch  to  cases  directly  after  application  and  quick  removal 
to  the  Infirmary  or  Nursing  Homes, much  unnecessary  suffering 
has  been  avoided,  and  no  doubt  many  lives  have  been  saved. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  SUTCLIFFE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING. 


General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Districts 


DISTRICTS. 

Total 

number  of 
houses. 

[ Number  for 
working 
clast es. 

New  houses 
erected 
during  1925. 

Population 
Census  1920 

Estimated 

I Population 

1925 

Shortage 

of  houses. 

Measures 
taken  or 
contemplated 
to  meet 
shortage 

Golcar 

2761 

2416 

12 

10360 

IO410 

Yes 

Scheme  in 
progress. 

Linthwaite 

2542 

2221 

49 

9783 

9795 

Yes 

Scheme  in 
progress. 

Marsden 

1460 

1438 

3° 

5966 

5901 

Yes 

Scheme  in 
progress. 

Scammonden... 

106 

IOO 

394 

405 

No 

Scheme  in 
progress. 

Slaithwaite  . ... 

1442 

1410 

21 

5440 

5312 

Yes 

Scheme  in 
progress. 

Combined 
Districts 

8311 

7585 

112 

3^943 

31823 

Yes 

Scheme  in 
progress. 

Schemes  have  been  submitted  by  each  of  the  Districts 
(except  Scammonden). 

It  is  estimated  that  for  each  District  the  number  of  houses 
required  : — 

In  the  Golcar  District 

„ Linthwaite  District  ...  ...  •••  •••  200 

,,  Marsden  District  ...  ...  •••  •••  So 

,,  Slaithwaite  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 
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Overcrowding. — Overcrowding  exists  in  all  the  Districts 
of  the  Colne  Valley  Combinations  (except  Scammonden), 
caused  — ist  by  larger  and  increasing  families  being  unable  to 
obtain  larger  houses ; and  2nd  by  young  married-  couples, 
unable  to  obtain  a house,  continuing  to  live  with  parents. 

The  provision  of  more  houses  is  the  only  remedy,  and  the 
schemes  in  progress  promise  gradually  to  solve  the  difficulty. 

There  has  been  in  no  district  any  action  taken  during  the 
year  in  respect  to  cases  of  overcrowding. 

Fitness  of  Houses. — The  general  standard  of  newer 
houses  in  all  the  Districts  is  good.  They  are  practically  all 
stone  built ; some  of  the  new  Council  houses  in  the  Linthwaite 
District  are  of  concrete  blocks  as  also  are  those  now  in  course 
of  construction. 

The  defects  generally  found  in  existing  houses  are 
dampness,  leaky  roofs  or  eavespouts,  want  of  ventilation  or 
matters  associated  with  the  sanitary  accommodation. 

They  are  usually  dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary  Inspection 
as  ordinary  nuisances. 

On  every  occasions  is  any  exception  taken  to  water 
supply  or  anything  pertaining  thereto. 

Unhealthy  Areas. — There  are  none. 


The  bye-laws  in  each  of  the  Districts  appear  to  work 
satisfactorily. 


No  representations  have  been  made  in  regard  to  ob- 
structive buildings. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  in  each  District  has  been 
designated  the  officer  to  make  inspections  under  the  Housing 
Regulations. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  in  each  District 
with  regard  to  sites,  lay-outs,  plans,  tenders,  &c.,  in  respect  of 
Schemes  submitted  under  the  Acts  of  1919,  1923  and  1924. 


JAMES  A.  SMITH. 
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